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Weather readings are taken
at 9 a.m. daily, covering the
previous 24 hour period.
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Over 800 Stores

Restaurant: 795-4503 • Catering: 795-1722

DIXON
1100 Pitt School Rd • (707)678-2996

VACAVILLE
3007 Alamo Dr., Creekside Center • (707)446-2370

333 Merchant St.• (707)451-0120
FAIRFIELD

5081 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
(707)863-3999

On the web: thornton-sons.com
Email: Tsjewelers@thornton-sons.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, 
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Andy Pignataro, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0D02919

104 Browns Valley Parkway
Vacaville, CA 95688 • Bus: 707-452-9599

statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies

P026038  Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois  9/05

VALLEY FLOORS
3 Russell Street • Winters

(530)795-1713
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9-5:00 — Sat. 10-3:00

Lance & Gina Linville, Owners
Cont. Lic. No. 563789

“It’s Your Choice”
All Insurance Companies Welcome

For 23 years Solano County’s most
respected collision repair facility

I-CAR, ASE, Certified Welding,
Quality Workmanship & Lifetime Warranties

(707) 427-2417
885 Beck Avenue, Fairfield, CA
M-F 8-5:30  Sat 9-1, By Appointment
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

AUTO BODY, INC.

Casson & Son
Carpet

Care
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

CARPET CLEANING

ST CONT LIC #821127

795-0500
756-1022

756-1022
795-0500

DIXON
1100 Pitt School Rd • (707)678-2996

VACAVILLE
3007 Alamo Dr., Creekside Center • (707)446-2370

333 Merchant St.• (707)451-0120
FAIRFIELD

5081 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
(707)863-3999

On the web: thornton-sons.com
Email: Tsjewelers@thornton-sons.com

18 Main Street �� Winters

Open: Mon.-Fri. 9-5 — Sat. by appt.

(530) 795-2994
Bark, Perlite, Potting
Soils, Humus, Topsoil,

Sand & Gravels,
Rocks & Boulders

Culvert Pipe
Sold & Delivered in

Bulk Quanities

Clash over
commission
appointees
By DEBRA  DeANGELO
Express editor

Dr. Sellers Field
wasn’t the only place
where fireworks went
off last week. The July
5 city council meeting
threw sparks of its own
as council members
clashed over the ap-
pointment of three
new planning commis-
sioners. Mayor Woody
Fridae and city coun-
cil member Tom Mc-
Masters-Stone pre-
sented their choices,
and council members
Cecilia Aguiar-Curry,
Mike Martin and
Harold Anderson
promptly shot two of
them down.

McMasters-Stone first
provided some back-
ground for filling the
seats, held by commis-
sioners Bruce
Guelden, Glenn De-
Vries and Corinne
Martinez, all three ex-
piring on June 30.
Guelden and DeVries
reapplied for their
seats, and Martinez
did not. There were 13
applicants, said Mc-
Masters-Stone, and he

and Fridae met with
and interviewed them
all.

“At the end, we sat
down and had a long
discussion about the
different applicants,
their strengths and
weaknesses,” said Mc-
Masters-Stone, noting
that there was a range
of experience amongst
the applicants, some
without any involve-
ment in city functions
at all and others in-
volved with several
city committees and
commissions. He said
he and Fridae consid-
ered whether it was an
appropriate time to
give new applicants a
chance or better to
stick with familiar, ex-
perienced applicants.
“Do you go back to the
same well or not.”

He and Fridae final-
ly selected applicants
with a mix of experi-
ence, recommending
the reappointment of
incumbent Guelden,
along with community
member Sally Brown,
who has an extensive

Photo by Dawn Van Dyke
Winters campers neednʼt drive far to camp alongside a beautiful creek now that Canyon Creek Resort is opening its
campsite and facilities for day passes.

Up the creek
�Canyon Creek Resort offers
family fun just minutes from home
By DAWN VAN DYKE
Express correspondent

Canyon Creek Resort, just 15 minutes west of
Winters on Highway 128, is a full service recre-
ational resort featuring family-friendly activi-
ties and beautiful natural surroundings. The
members-only resort boasts full RV hook-ups,
tent sites, cabins, day-use facilities, two pools
and a full slate of activities. 

While only the store and café are currently
open to the general public, the owners, Kraig
and Ann Marie McCleod, are working with Gen-
eral Manager John Clifford to find ways to en-
courage Winters residents to take advantage of

Courtesy photo
Cienna Rominger (right) as
Adriana and Thea Kwan as
Dromio are amongst the cast of
Winters Shakespeare Work-
shopʼs production of Shake-
speareʼs “The Comedy of Er-
rors,” Friday and Saturday, July
15 and 16, 8 p.m. at City Park. .
Admission is free and home-
made refreshments will be sold.
Winters Shakespeare Work-
shop, now in its 14th season, is
a summer youth enrichment
program of the Winters Friends
of the Library for teens ages 13-
19. For more information call
795-3476.

In ‘Errors’

See RREESSOORRTT  on page AA--1100

Photo by Debbie Hemenway
Phyllis Ramos and grandson Tommy Ramos had the playground to themselves one recent morning.

Preserve our playground
��Parents form group
to restore dilapidated
wooden play structure
By DEBBIE HEMENWAY
Staff writer

In November 1989, after
months of planning and pub-
licity and fundraising, hun-
dreds of Winters residents of
all ages converged on City
Park for three days of what
might best be compared to an
old-fashioned barn raising. 

By Sunday evening, in what
had been an open space on
the northeast corner of the
park, stood an elaborate
wooden play structure, com-
plete with towers and bridges
and walkways and a slide that
goes through the gaping
mouth of a not-so-scary drag-
on.

The playground, designed
by architect Robert Leathers,
of Ithaca, New York, to incor-
porate the wishes of Winters
children, was given a life ex-
pectancy of 20 years — with

perfect maintenance. Twenty
years has now come and gone,
and the maintenance, for a
variety of reasons, has been
less than perfect. Now a new
group of parents has come to-
gether to revitalize the play
structure and the other parks
in town as well.

Laura Mariani “started to
noticed that the parks were
not doing too hot,” she says,
when her own son, now 4, be-
gan frequenting the play-

See PPRREESSEERRVVEE  on page AA--55
See CCLLAASSHH  on page AA--33
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File photo
Police Chief Richard Washabaugh, Justice
Court Clerk Myrtle Kidder and Constable Yolo
Briggs of the Winters Judicial District all
shared in a retirement dinner held Jan. 7, 1977,
in the home of Judge and Mrs. Joseph A.
Martin. The Winters Judicial District court
ceased operations Dec. 31, 1976.

Berryessa down .58 of a foot

July 27, 1961
Fourteen students

passed the hunter
safety course here,
offered by John H.
Griffin and Richard E.
Dozier. Receiving cer-
tificates were David
Akao, Bobby Bruhn,
Dewane Collins, Al-
phus A. Constant, Ran-
dall Godden, Scott
Graf, Bill Keeton, Gary
McCoy, John Mc-
Naughton, Phillip
Rose, Jim Taylor, Lar-
ry Youdell, Donnie
Young and Ronnie
Young.
Erwin W. Meier, first

to hold the newly cre-
ated jobofYoloCounty
executive, will explain
the duties of his office
at a session of the Yolo
County Chamber of
Commerce tonight in
theYolo Fliers Club.
Mrs. W.G. Brinck Sr.

and Mr. and Mrs. Regi-
nald Bryce of Davis
spent a few days at the
coast this week.

July 26, 1946
Robert A. Young,

Allen Doll, Carl
Franke and Walter
Skinner were among
the Winters residents
in attendance at the
Shriners convention
held in San Francisco
this week.
P.R. Witt, who has

served as S.P. agent
here since last Janu-
ary, transferred to
Oakland this week. Mr.
Hansen will succeed
Mr.Witt.
Chris Martinez has

purchased the resi-
dence of Mr. and Mrs.
L.R. Carpenter located
at the corner of Third
andBaker streets.
Thebetrothal ofMiss

RosieLopez ofWinters
and August Bonillo
of Yolo has been
revealed here and
Thursday evening
members of the Wood-
craft order compli-
mented thebride-elect
at a kitchen shower.

July 29, 1911
Raymond Reed, 15,

of Vacaville, was
drowned Sunday
evening in Putah
Creek near the Olive
School.
The post office has

established Rural
Route No. 2 from the
Winters Post office.
The route is 27.55
miles in length.
Lloyd Moody and

Charles Doll took a
hunting trip in the
hills Sunday.
Mr. and Mrs. A.A.

Graham, Robert and
Elizabeth, are spend-
ing a few days at
Samuels.
Rev. Gordon Palmer

is on a trip through the
southern part of the
state.
Miss GertrudeWalk-

er, editor of the Bruce
Herald, Bruce, South
Dakota, is visiting her
friend, Mrs. Will A.
Young, this week.

July 24, 1896
While attempting to

ford Ruthcreek at the
old Pleasant Valley
crossing Saturday last,
Mrs. EdLahey andMrs.
Schepp, of Sacramen-
to, came near finding a
watery grave. They
were in a buggy driven
by one “Dutchy,” and
not knowing the road
verywell, thedrivergot
into some twelve feet of
water and overturned
the buggy, throwing all
theoccupants out.
Little Harry Day has

been suffering from
whooping cough, but is
much better.
Frank H. Owen, of St.

Helena, has purchased
the Express from
Edwin C. Rust, who
published the Express
for 12 years, since
establishing it in 1884.
T.V. Fisher and son,

Elder, visited with the
former’s mother Wed-
nesday at Dixon.
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Keepupon the local newsby
reading theWinters Express

OBITUARY
The level of Lake

Berryessa dropped by
.58 of a foot during the
past week, with a
reduction in storage of
10,496 acre feet of
water,accordingtoKen
Emigh of the Solano
IrrigationDistrict.
He reported Tuesday

morning that the lake
was 432.07 feet above
sea level, with storage
computed at 1,405,009

acre feet ofwater.

The SID is diverting
580 second feet of
water into the Putah
SouthCanal and43 sec-
ond feet is flowing in
Putah Creek at the
DiversionDam.

Evaporation on Lake
Berryessa averaged
407 acre feet of water
per day during the
week.

Truth Elizabeth Hough
After battling leu-

kemia for 17 years and
lung cancer for 24
days, Truth E. Hough
passed away on Fri-
day, June 17, 2011. She
was born on Dec. 15,
1936, and was raised
in Washington along
with her identical
twin sister, Ruth I.
Mihelich. In 1954,
she graduated from
Winthrop High School
inWinthrop,Wash.
She married the love of her life, Robert J.

Hough on July 3, 1955. For 28 years of her mar-
ried life, she was an Air Force wife. She lived
and traveled extensively all over the world,
especially the United States during their active
duty and retirement years. She was a former
Winters resident.
In 1982, she graduated from Solano Communi-

ty Collegewith honors and adegree in psycholo-
gy.
She is survived by her husband of almost 56

years, Robert Hough; eight children, Robin
Hutchison (Rodger), James Hough (Carol), Ran-
dall Hough (Connie), Tracy Nguyen (Henry),
Joseph Hough, Truth E. Snow, Kimberly
Kramer and Corey Hough; 14 grandchildren,
Amanda Hutchison, Melody Hutchison,
Stephanie Hough, Jeffrey Hough, Norman
Hough, Tianna Hough, Victoria Nguyen,
Jacqueline Nguyen, Robert Snow, Roger Snow,
Truth S. Snow, Elizabeth Snow, Loren Kramer
and Danielle Kramer. Mother, Truth I. Lyons;
siblings, Ruth Mihelich, Ronald Miller (Lila),
Donna Shamseldin (Sam), Dennis Miller (Judy),
alsomultiple nieces and nephews.
Truth’s life will be celebrated during aMemo-

rial Service on Wednesday, July 20, at 6 p.m. at
Cooper Ave Baptist Church, 804 Cooper Ave.,
Yuba City.

Weekly police activity report

Yolo Hospice offers drop-in
bereavement group in Davis
Yolo Hospice has a

drop-in bereavement
group foradults. In this
small group environ-
ment, you can explore
and work through your
grief with discussion
andeducation.
People in any stage

of grief are welcome.
Registration is not nec-
essary and there’s no

fee to attend.
The group meets on

the first and third
Tuesdays of the month
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at
Yolo Hospice, 1909
Galileo Court, Suite A,
inSouthDavis.
For more, call Yolo

Hospice, Bereavement
Services, at 758-5566 or
(800) 491-7711.

Dogs, cats need loving homes
Many cats and dogs

are available for adop-
tion at the Yolo County
Animal Shelter, 2640E.
Gibson Road, Wood-
land. It’s open from 10

a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday, and 10
a.m. to 4p.m. Saturdays
(closed each day for
lunch from1 to 2p.m.
Call 668-5287, ext. 0.

Two stabbed by strangers
By DEBRADeANGELO
Express editor

Two Winters men
were stabbed by a
stranger on Friday,
July 1, while walking
in theareaofNiemann
Street and Moody
Slough Road around
12:37 a.m.According to
a statement issued by
the Winters Police De-
partment following a
request for informa-
tion from the Express,
Winters residents
Cody Ryan Shafer, 20,
and Jeronimo Aguilar,
19, became involved in
a verbal altercation
with a stranger as they
werewalking. The sus-
pect allegedly charged

themenwith a knife.
Shafer sustained a

cut tohis right armand
Aguilar sustained a
stabwound to the right
side of his abdomen.
Bothwere transported
to the UC Davis Med-
ical Center via AMR
ambulance.
The suspect fled the

scenebeforepolicear-
rived, and was identi-
fied by awitness at the
scene. Police officers
located the suspect,
who sustained un-
known injuries in the
confrontation and was
transported to Sutter
Davis Hospital by
AMR.

June 23
~ Time unknown,

1100 block of
McArthur Avenue,
forcible entry was
made to a vehicle and
two subwoofers were
stolen. Loss: $100.

July 1
~ 12:37 a.m., Nie-

mann Street and
Moody Slough Road, a
suspect, unknown to
the victims, became
involved in a verbal al-
tercation with victims
as they were walking.
The suspect allegedly
charged the victims
with a knife. Cody
Ryan Shafer, 20, of
Winters sustained a
cut tohis right armand
Jeronimo Aguilar, 19,
of Winters sustained a

stabwound to the right
side of his abdomen.
Both victims were
transported to UCD
Medical Center via
AMR. The suspect fled
the scene prior to po-
lice arrival. The sus-
pect, a 17-year-old Va-
caville juvenile, was
identified by awitness
at the scene, located,
found to have sus-
tained unknown in-
juries and was trans-
ported to Sutter Davis
Hospital byAMR.
~ 11-11:58 a.m., 200

block of Railroad Av-
enue, a bicycle was
stolen. The suspect
was located and thebi-
cycle was recovered.
The case is being for-
warded to the District

SeeSTABBED, pageA-8

SeePOLICE on pageA-8

Fire department activity report
July 4

~ 400 block of Main
Street, lift assist
~ 400 block of Main

Street, lift assist
~ 100 block of Main

Street, bench on fire
~ 400 block of Main

Street, trash can fire
~ 400 block of Main

Street, lift assist

July 5
~ 400 block of Ed-
wards Street, fence
fire
~ 29000 block of Coun-
ty Road 28, allergic re-
action to bee sting
~ 800 block of West
Grant Avenue, allergic
reaction tomedication

July 6
~ Taft Court and Roo-
sevelt Avenue, investi-
gation of gas odor
~ Mutual aid to Dixon
Fire, Boyce Road and
Bowman Road, bike
accident
~ 700 block of Valley
Oak Drive, unknown
medical
~ 200 block of Ed-
wards Street, un-
knownmedical aid

July 7
~ 500 block of Ed-
wards Street, fire
alarm sounding
~ 200 block ofAlmeria

See FIRE on pageA-5
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CLASH
Continued from pageA-1
background with com-
munity groups includ-
ing the Winters
Friends of the Library
and the city pool com-
mittee, and communi-
ty member Richard
Kleeberg, a relatively
new face to city poli-
tics.
“There are likely big

fans of all three, and
opposition to all three
– we discussed that at
length as well,” said
McMas ter s -S tone .
”Based on feedback
we’ve gotten since, we
were correct – there
are fans and oppo-
nents of all three peo-
ple. It’s a small town,
and when you’re ac-
tive, you generate fans
and enthusiasm, and
sometimes you cross
paths with people.”
Fridae then thanked

all of the applicants
for “their willingness
to step forward and
serve in this capacity
for the city.”
McMasters-Stone

made a point of noting
that he and Fridae
were in agreement
about all three appli-
cants, but hinted that
he anticipated that
the agreement ended
there.
“This is business.

This is what they pay
us to do. I didn’t twist
the mayor’s arm and
he didn’t twist mine. If
we don’t have a third
vote, then that’s the
way it is.”
Following a moment

of silence and without
any discussion,
Aguiar-Curry moved
to appoint Guelden,
and applicants Bill Bi-
asi and Luis Reyes.
Martin immediately
seconded themotion.
Fridae pointed out

that he and McMas-
ters-Stone wanted to
appoint at least one fe-
male applicant to the
commission, which is
all male following
Martinez’ departure,
and noted that some
applicants “had insti-
tutional memory and a
history of what’s gone
on in the (city) coun-
cil... someone to bring
in new enthusiasm,
new blood once in
awhile is good.”
“We wanted to see

that different con-
stituencies are bal-
anced and represent-
ed. That’s why we
chose the ones that we
did,” said Fridae.
Then followed an-

other moment of si-
lence, broken by An-
derson.
“My colleague men-

tioned there’d be op-
position,” said Ander-
son. “This is the first
time I can recall being
this opposed to a rec-
ommendation. Too
much opposition isn’t
always a good thing. It
would create toomuch
disagreement.”
Visibly displeased

with the reception of
the planning commis-
sion recommenda-
tions, McMasters-
Stone said loudly,
“They clearly dis-
cussed this ahead of
time and had their
minds made up,” and
accused Aguiar-Curry,
Martin and Anderson
of violating the Brown
Act, to which Ander-
son immediately ob-
jected. McMasters-
Stone continued.
“The behavior since

this recommendation
came out has been ob-
jectionable. The lob-
bying has been going
on heavily. I’m clear
on that. I’m not saying
you’ve been lobbying
each other, but it is
clear that you have
yourmindsmade up.”
Martin responded

that when he initially
heard the recommen-
dations, he was “pret-
ty much surprised,”
but insisted he didn’t
express that.

“I didn’t want to get
into a discussion with
you at that time. At no
time did I agree with
you on any of those ap-
pointments.”
“You said I have no

problem with any of
those three people,”
rebutted McMasters-
Stone, but then apolo-
gized if he had indeed
“caught you by sur-
prise.”
“I had time to think

about it.No onehas in-
fluenced me on this
council,” saidMartin.
“I didn’t hear it from

anyone else. Woody
called me,” added
Aguiar-Curry.
In what seemed like

an attempt to per-
suade the three dis-
senting council mem-
bers, Fridae then al-
luded to what was
likely the sore spot:
applicant Brownwas a
key player in the ap-
peal of the planning
commission decision
to approve the Burger
King project last fall.
“I would like to say,

in reference to
Harold’s comments, I
believe when wemove
forward, when we get
another appeal like
we did with Burger
King, it’s going to slow
us down economically.
It’s important to build
consensus.
“If you get people

who are part of a
group that dissents or
questions the decision
making process,
they’re not left to won-
der about conspira-
cies or deals being
made. It’s a way to
build consensus. I felt
that having some rep-
resentation from the
group that filed the
appeal would be a
wise thing to do. Then
we’d have people get-
ting the correct infor-
mation andwhowould
become part of the
team. That was mymo-
tivation.”
Former planning

commissionerCorinne
Martinez, who was in
the audience, ap-
proached the podium
to comment.
“I would like to en-

courage this council to
take the mayor’s ad-
vice to heart here and
embrace somediversi-
ty,” saidMartinez. “It’s
a much more robust
and rich decision
when there’s diversity
that is listened to and
brought into the dis-
cussion. I think that’s
important to the city,
regardless of who
these people are.”
Another momentary

silence followed, and
McMa s t e r s - S t o n e
abruptly called for a
roll call vote. Despite
the obvious disagree-
ment expressed previ-
ously, each council
member voted “yes”
on Aguiar-Curry’s mo-
tion, which passed
unanimously.
Following the meet-

ing, McMasters-Stone
and Fridae were
asked to explain the
apparent conflict be-
tween their recom-
mendations and ulti-
mate vote. Both ex-
pressed essentially
the same thing, reluc-
tance to vote against
Reyes and Biasi and
have them join the
commission on a split
vote.
“Luis Reyes and Bill

Biasi were innocent
bystanders in whatev-
er it was that played
out that night,” stated
McMas te r s -S tone .
“They are good candi-
dates that did not de-
serve to be put in
place by a split coun-
cil.”
Fridae responded

that he was “disap-
pointed that the ma-
jority did not see the
value of our recom-
mendations. But I did
not want the new
members coming on to
see this as a vote
against them. All of
the candidates were

good and would bring
good experience to
the table. I am confi-
dent that theywill do a
good job.”

Redistricting update
Donlevy reported

that workshops that
have taken place re-
garding the redistrict-
ing of Yolo County
strongly indicate that
residents in the fifth
district want to re-
main in the fifth dis-
trict.
“Every single map

drawn for Winters in-
cluded the city staying
within the fifth dis-
trict,” he said, adding
that city staff repared
a resolution indicat-
ing this wish.
Aguair-Curry has

also been attending
the meetings, and said
Capay Valley and fifth
district Woodland res-
idents wish to remain
together.
“The final say is in

August,” said Aguiar-
Curry. “If you are in fa-
vor of us staying in dis-
trict five, I would rec-
ommend you attend
the supervisor meet-
ing and voice your
opinion there, or we
can support this reso-
lution.”
Regardless of out-

come, “we’re always
going to be the minori-
ty,” said Martin.
“Davis and Woodland
are themajority vote. I
told the (redistricting)
committee that I
thought Winters relat-
ed better to Woodland
because it is a farming
community. Many
farmers in the commu-
nity relate better to
Woodland than to
Davis.”
He also voiced con-

cerns about “Winters
being so isolated” if if
becomes part of the
Davis district, which
is “mainly a student
population.”
McMasters-Stone

emphasized that the
motivation to move
Winters into the sec-
ond district is because
district five is so large
by area. Aguiar-Curry
noted that the geo-
graphical size of the
district isn’t the issue.
“It has to be divided

up by 40,000 people
per district. District
one had huge growth,
Davis had zero growth,
and unfortunately, we
get caught up in the
mix,” she said.
McMasters-Stone

noted that the chal-
lenge in the redistrict-
ing process is that
“everyone wants to
have their way.” He
further noted that the
fifth district has sig-
nificant agriculture
concerns, such as
pressure to do away
with the Williamson
Act, which is not the
case in the other four
districts.
“If only one supervi-

sor has an ag back-
ground, it’s a tough
row to hoe,” said Mc-
Masters-Stone, but
added “There’s gotta
be change. People
don’t like change.”
He added that most

of what was occurring
at the redistricting
meetings “was just
emotion, not wanting
to change — not logic,
not continuity, not
common sense.”
Following further

commentary, the mo-
tion to approve a reso-
lution to keep Winters
in the fifth district
passed unanimously.

Beekeeping
“Let’s hope this

thing doesn’t have as
much sting as the last
thing I handled,”
quipped McMasters-
Stone, as he intro-
duced the issue of citi-
zens keeping bees
within city limits,
which has come in
conflict with county
animal control laws.
He explained that at
least one local bee-

keeper was cited by
animal control for his
hives, and that the city
has never really estab-
lished a beekeeping
policy.
“We just adopt the

things they put before
us. I don’t know that
we were consciously
aware that beehives
were prohibited with-
in city limits. I wanted
to make sure it was
something we actually
agreed with. We don’t
have to adopt all of an-
imal control’s rules.”
Martin expressed

concern for back yard
beehives that may be
situated near a neigh-
bor who is allergic to
bee stings. Aguiar-
Curry asked whether
beekeeping is an ani-
mal control issue or
farming issue when it
comes to permits. Don-
levy responded that
the county agriculture
commissioner is the
authority on bees.
“I would like to

delve into this topic in
greater depth as well,”
said Anderson. “With-
out pollination, where
are we? Pollinators
are in short supply
these days and in de-
clining populations.
My father had bee-
hives his entire life,
right in the middle of
town, and nobody ever
complained. Bees are
not the enemy.”
Fridae noted that

bees aren’t usually a
concern until the pop-
ulation outgrows a
hive and then there’s a
swarm to find a new
hive that sometimes
ends up in an attic, for
example.
Martin seemed re-

luctant to endorse
backyard beekeeping.
“I am a farmer and

I’m not opposed to
bees, but see the pit-
falls of having four or
five hives in the back
yard. They know no
boundaries when
they’re searching for
honey.”
Donlevy suggested

that the council revisit
the issue, with a more
complete report and
representatives from
the ag commission and
animal control to an-
swer questions.

Budget update
Shelly Gunby, the

city’s financial direc-
tor reported to the
council that the state
did produce a budget
on time, but “not a
budget that any of us
like.” She said the

budget includes Bills
26 and 27,which gut re-
development pro-
grams statewide. Gun-
by saidWinters will be
required to pay
$524,000 to the state
initially, and about
$125,000 per year
thereafter
“They’ve shown that

they don’t really care
what the constitution
says or what the peo-
ple say, they want to
take the money from
the agencies andmake
the agencies make the
tough decisions,” said
Gunby, adding that the
League of California
Cities is filing a law-
suit with the state
supreme court over
the matter. In the
meantime, Gunby said
Winters’ redevelop-
ment agency is “oper-
ating as if we can’t
make any more con-

tracts. We are consult-
ing with legal counsel
to look at options.”
Gunby assured the

council that all the
measures the city has
taken to protect itself
in the face of a rede-
velopment collapse
has been “transparent
and above board.” She
further reported that
the state intends to
withhold portions of
the vehicle license fee
that it previously had
been providing to
cities in the form of
grants for law enforce-
memt funding. Losing
this money amounted
to $25,000 for Winters,
$15,000 of which will
come from the Gener-
al Fund.
Donlevy added that

the city has sent
$524,000 to the state in

Photo by Debra DeAngelo
Mayor Woody Fridae presents a 25-year plaque to main-
tenance worker Terry Vender at the July 5 city council
meeting for his years of service to the city.

Photo by Debra DeAngelo
At the July 5 city council meeting, Mayor Woody Fridae
presented a 25-year plaque toNanciMills, Director ofAd-
ministrative Services and city clerk, for her years of ser-
vice to the city.

SeeCCLLAASSHH  on page AA--88



WHAT RECESSION? I’m doingmy part to spend us out of a re-
cession. It has been a busy summer, once it heated up. The
addition of grandkids has changed our lives. It isn’t the same

aswhen the tenants were home, but trying to keep upwith two little
ones is a full time job.
While our daughter and son-in-law spent a few days in LasVegas,

Sherri and I watched the kids. I’vementioned before that you don’t
babysit your grandchildren, youwatch them.We spentWednesday
night with them and then spent a night in Sacramento at the Em-
bassy Suites. This is part of theHilton chain and it is pretty nicewith
an indoor pool, free happy hour and breakfast.
Having a five year old and a three year old in a pool is a little nerve

racking.We had a pool when our kids were young, and Laura fell in
when shewas about three or four. It was during thewinter and she
had on a heavy coat. I was outsidewith her and heard the splash and
thenwatched as she floated towards the bottom. I pulled her out of
the pool and shewas screaming, which I took as a good sign. She also
came out with about 20 gallons of water in her jacket.
I was using a hair dryer to dry her off in the bathroomwhen Sherri

came home. I didn’t have time for a cover up, therewas still a lot of
water on the floor leading to the bathroom. The incident didn’t both-
erme toomuch, but watching grandkids is a different story. Jenna,
the five year old, can swim just enough tomake youworry shewill
jump inwhen no one is looking. Brett, the three year old, just sits on
the steps andwatches what is going on around him. I was trying to
watch both of them, at all times. Sowas Sherri.
A trip to the zoo, fairytale land, the trainmuseumandOld Sacra-

mento tiredme out.We took themback toRipon on Sunday, dropping
them off at their regular day care provider’s home and headed back
toWinters. I had Sherri drive, I took a nap on theway home. I regu-
larly don’t take naps, by theway. I’m not surewhen I’ve slept so well.
Therewere plenty of people out and about while wewere enter-

taining the kids.Wewere spendingmoney likewe had it. If you buy
one grandchild a gift, the other one gets one too. If onewants a hot
dog, order two, samewithmilk or orange juice. Forget about dieting
with the kids around. There is ice cream in the freezer andwhen you
are doing the dishes, youmight as well finish off the last of themac
and cheese.
Therewere a lot of young families out and about, but therewere

plenty of people our agewith young ones in tow. Sherri commented
that there are a lot of extended families living together now-a-days.
“Can you imagine doing this everyday?” she asked. No I can’t. My hat
is off to all those grandparents that are raising their grandkids, for
whatever the reason. Someone said it will keep you young, I doubt it.
But it will help you sleep better.

FIREWORKS. I enjoyed seeing the fireworks return to our skies
this year. The committee should be commended for raising the
money for this year and getting a head start on funding next

year’s display. Themain peoplewere Joe the Butcher, DawnBar-
rera, NanciMills, Susie Stocking JohnRodriguez, VionaHague,
JohnDonlevy andme trying to stay out of theway. DaveKidder
stepped back into his role as lead pyrotechnicianwith help fromhis
wife, Viola, Joe the Butcher, Brad Lopez, JohnDonlevy andBarbara
Karlen. I’m sure therewere a lotmore people involved, so thank you
all for putting on a great show.
Have a goodweek.

LETTERS
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All these drug commercials aimed at consumers who can’t purchase them
After mulling over

the “logic” behind our
medical marijuana
laws recently, it was
serendipitous that one
night last week, I did-
n’t set my DVR cor-
rectly andwas subject-
ed to television com-
mercials during the
evening news.
Normally, I leave the

DVR on NBC and hit
“rewind’ to the begin-
ning of the news, and
fast-forward through
the commercials.
There’s nothing I want
to watch badly enough
on TV to sit through
commercial breaks,
and thanks to my
beloved DVR, I don’t
have to.
On this particular

day, I was exhausted,
plopped onto the re-
cliner to watch the
news, discovered the
TV on the wrong chan-
nel, and frankly, it was
just too much effort to
hit “pause” and go do
something else while
some commercial
cushion built up. I de-
cided to just endure
the commercials.
Rather than getting

annoyed, I viewed it as
an opportunity to
glimpse into middle
America’s television
experience… see what
sort ofmanure is being
pumped into our col-
lective American sub-
conscious these days.
I expected a mon-

tage of fast food and

fast cars, dish soap
and laundry soap, dia-
pers for young and old,
but what I discovered
was far more insidi-
ous. So insidious that I
was reenergized, and
leapt from my comfy
recliner and started
taking notes.
Here’s what was be-

ing peddled to Ameri-
ca during one 30-
minute show:
~ Pradaxa, for irreg-

ular heartbeat (atrial
fibrillation).
~ Restasis, for

chronically dry eyes.
~ Enbrel, for

rheumatoid arthritis
and psoriasis.
~ Cialis, for erectile

dysfunction.
~ Plavix, to prevent

blood clots that cause
heart attack or stroke.
So what, you say.

Why shouldn’t drug
companies advertise
their products. I’ll tell
you why. Because Av-
erage Joe or Jane
American doesn’t
know diddly-squat
about biochemistry.
Ninety-eight percent
of the population
doesn’t have the edu-
cational depth or
breadth to understand
what these drugs do to
the human body, and
the two percent that
does has “M.D.” after
their names. And that
two percent doesn’t
get its medical infor-
mation from commer-
cials.

The average person
can’t purchase these
medications without a
prescription. Period.
Theseproducts arebe-
ing pitched to con-
sumers who can’t actu-
ally consume them. At
top dollar during the
evening news on a ma-
jor network, no less.
Why.
Why target an audi-

ence that can’t actual-
ly purchase your prod-
uct. There’s only one
logical answer: be-
cause it’s working.
Every commercial

recommends talking
to your doctor about
taking these drugs. Ex-
cuse me? Talk to my
doctor about taking
this or that medica-
tion? I don’t want to
talk tomydoctor about
medications, I want
mydoctor to talk toME
about medications! I
expect her to be fluent
on medications and
what they might do for
me, and to me, not
vice-versa.
What sort of bizarro

alternative universe
have we stumbled
into, where patients
are educating their
doctors about medica-

tions? I’m horrified to
consider that doctors
are actually being per-
suaded by their pa-
tients to prescribe
some really heavy-
duty drugs. But clearly
they are. Or the drug
ads wouldn’t exist.
Companies don’t
throw millions of dol-
lars into advertising
unless it’s paying off.
Beyond the lunacy of

promoting the idea
that patients must ed-
ucate their doctors
about medication, the
ads invariably end
withahigh-speed sum-
maryof all themedical
contraindications for
taking the drug (as if
your doctor has no
clue about your med-
ical history or the
drugs you’re already
taking) as well as the
potential side effects,
ranging in severity
from blurred vision to
cardiac arrest. Some
of the side effects are
worse than the condi-
tion for which the
drugs are prescribed.
Consider Enbrel:

“Serious infections
have happened in pa-
tients taking Enbrel.
These infections in-

Policy for submitting Letters to the Editor
The deadline for Let-

ters to theEditor is noon
on Mondays for publica-
tion thatweek.
Letters should not ex-

ceed 500 words. We re-
serve the right to edit or
reject any letter. Letters
must indicate the
writer’s name. We may

withhold writers’ names
from publication upon
request if there isa legit-
imate reason, such as
fear of reprisal.

Be a friend
of our parks
Mark your calendars

for the first Friends of
Winters Parks clean-
up/repair day on Sat-
urday, Aug. 6, from 7:30
am to noon. Grab your
work gloves, hammers
and rakes and come on
down to City Park and
give us a hand.
City Park is in need

of somemajor TLCand
Friends of Winters
Parks needs a lot of
help tomake it a clean,
safe and enjoyable
park for all Winters
families. There will be
jobs for all skill levels,
although due to the
scope of the some of
the repairs and for the
safety of all involved,
all workers need to be
at least 14 years old.
Please bring any

tools you can (labeled
with your name and
number). Drinks and
food will be provided
and there will be a raf-
fle for some great
prizes for all who do-
nate their timemaking
the park a better place
forWinters families.
The Friends of Win-

ters Parks will be host-
ing a community ice
cream social on Satur-
day, Aug. 13, at 6 p.m. to
celebrate the im-
proved park and going
back to school. This
will hopefully be the

first of many park
events and will be a
time for the communi-
ty to enjoy an evening
at thepark. Socomeon
down to City Park after
dinner and enjoy an
ice cream sundae.
Friends of Winters

Parks is a community
volunteer group that is
working to clean up
and repair the parks in
Winters with the ulti-
mate goal of replacing
the aging wood struc-
ture at City Park,
which has sadly
reached its life ex-
pectancy. Our next
meeting will be Mon-
day, July 25, at 6:30 p.m.
at City Park. Everyone
is welcome to join us
and help in the final
planning of our clean-
up/repair workday.
Please visit our

Facebook page,
Friends of Winters
Parks, or email ljtoc-
co@yahoo.com for
more information. We
are looking forward to
a fun and productive
community workday.
Please join us.

FRIENDS of
WINTERS PARKS

clude tuberculosis
and infections cause
by viruses, fungi or
bacteria that have
spread throughout the
body. Some patients
have died from these
infections. Patients
treated with Enbrel
also may be at risk for
other serious side ef-
fects including ner-
vous system problems,
such as multiple scle-
rosis, seizures, or in-
flammation of the
nerves of the eyes;
rare reports of serious
blood problems (some
fatal); heart failure, in-
cluding new heart fail-
ure or worsening of
heart failure you al-
ready have; new or
worsening psoriasis;
allergic reactions; im-
mune reactions, in-
cluding a lupus-like
syndrome, lymphoma
and other cancers.”
Not only can Enbrel

cause these diseases,
it can actually worsen
the condition for
which it’s been pre-
scribed! I’d rather
have full-body arthri-
tis than roll the dice
with this poison.
But, the ad features

a friendly-looking
golfer (People! He’s an
actor!)whocannowhit
the links, thanks to
this drug. And that’s
what we remember,

and that’s why we ask
for the drug, and…
that’s why doctors pre-
scribe it? Really? Be-
causepatientswant it?
Where are doctors get-
ting their medical de-
grees these days?
BizarroU?
To bring this full cir-

cle, in the mainstream
medical industry, try-
ingmedicalmarijuana
for my developing
arthritis is out of the
question. But taking
Enbrel (particularly if
I advisemy doctor that
this is what I need,
based on my extensive
medical background)
is perfectly legitimate;
it’s far easier to get a
drug that could cause
a cornucopia of horrif-
ic diseases than an al-
ternative “drug” that
doesn’t.
Why.
Ka-ching, that’s why.

Big Pharma doesn’t
make any money off
back yard pot, and
selling drugs is big
business, whether on a
dark alley or at the
pharmacy. But drug
makers need dealers.
In the case ofBigPhar-
ma, the pusher clearly
has M.D. after his/her
name.Which ultimate-
ly makes no sense, be-
cause doctors don’t
profit from drug sales.
So why are they com-
plicit?
Why?

Not all MBs
created equal
Dear Mr. Donald K.
Sanders,
Although we have

never met, we have ex-
changedcomplimenta-

ry emails prior to this
time. However, I think
perhapsyouhaveover-
stepped the rules of
the Polite Columnists’
Society.
You are quite right

that you might expect
retribution for the
thoughts you ex-
pressed in your last
column.But it isnot for
the actions you con-
templated (stealing
columns) but for the
actions you manifest-
ed in front of thewhole
world ofWinters.
In brief, you demon-

strated Wrongful Re-
search Techniques.
Dear me, Mr.

Sanders, you should
know that there is
many a slip ‘twixt cup
and lip in using Google
as a search engine.
Were you not suspi-
cious when you
googled Margaret
Burns and got over
20,243,641 hits in 0.18
seconds? You see,
there aremany of us in
the world, and outside
of it, if you paid any at-
tention to the obituary
and cemetery records
for Margaret Burns in
most of the formerly
Celtic world.
We are a powerful

and active class of peo-
ple, we Margaret
Burnses (known col-
lectively asMB).
Allow me to correct

See LETTERS, page A-5



Winters (CA) Express, Thursday, July 14, 2011 — A-5

Photo by Debbie Hemenway
The only way to escape the City Park Playground
dragon is through his mouth and down the slide.

PRESERVE
Continued from pageA-1
ground with his class-
mates at Winters Par-
ent Nursery School.
The playgroundwas in
poor repair and
seemed to her and oth-
er parents to be not
completely safe, both
in terms of its physical
condition and in terms
of some of the activity
that occurs there.
They also noticed how
little used the struc-
ture was compared to
the beehive of activity
that it had been in its
early years.
Rather than simply

abandon the recre-
ational areas, they de-
cided to “put our eyes
and ears back on
parks” and work to
make them places for
families to gather.
When conversations
with City Manager

John Donlevy re-
vealed that finances
would simply not al-
low the city to under-
take the work that
needs to be done, they
formed Friends of
Winters Parks to take
on the project them-
selves.
Friends of Winters

Parks has been meet-
ing since spring and
has a core group of
about 25 members.
Conversations with
Leathers revealed
that a replacement
with new materials
and modified design
would cost some
$250,000, which is
nearly four times the
original pricetag.
While they hope to
eventually replace the
current playground
with an updated struc-
ture, their plan for the
present is to repair
and revive what al-
ready exists.

Because the group is
sensitive to the history
of the project, some of
its members having
been among the chil-
dren who helped
build the structure 22
years ago, they want to
be certain to keep that
history alive in what-
ever they do.
The first public ac-

tivity sponsored by
Friends of Winters
Parks is a clean-up
and repair day at City
Park onSaturday,Aug.
6, from 7:30 am until
12:30 pm.
“Anyone who wants

to help is welcome,”
Mariani says, “even if
all you know how to do
is push a broom. We
need volunteers —
tons of volunteers.”
Refreshments will

be provided and there
will be a raffle during
themorning.
Looking ahead to on-

going events, the

Photo by Debbie Hemenway
This wooden play structure, designed by Roberth Leathers and built as a community project in 1989, is little used now. Friends of Winters
Parks hopes to bring local parks back into the center of community life.

Friends are sponsor-
ing an ice cream social
at City Park on Satur-
day, Aug. 13, and are
talking about concerts
andmovies in the park
as future possibilities.
“Our main aim is to

get the community to-
gether to support all
our parks,” Mariani

says, adding, “I would
not pick another place
in the whole world to
raise a family.”
Friends of Winters

Parks can be found on
Facebook. They can
also be contacted via
email at ljtocco@ ya-
hoo.com.

Council
meeting
canceled
The regular July 19

city council meeting
has been canceled.
The council meets
next on Tuesday, Aug.
2, at 6:30 p.m. in the
council chambers at
City Hall. Anyone may
attend.

Sponsors
are needed
Sponsors are needed

for this year’s Earth-
quake Street Festival,
which takes place on
Friday, Aug. 26, 5-11
p.m. on downtown
Main Street. Sponsor-
ships of $125, $250 and
$450 are suggested. To
help make sure this
anual event continues,
contact the Winters
Chamber of Commerce
for sponsorship infor-
mation, 795 -2329.

LETTERS
Continued from pageA-4
some of your state-
ments in the Winters
Express of July 7, 2011.
I, the MB living in

Winters, amnot theVP
and Director of Global
Health, etc. I am also
not a high official in
the US Department of
Agriculture.
I, citizen of Winters,

did not write a book
called LYNX, though I
have written some po-
etry. You can find the
real Winters MB in the
Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Associa-
tion with a contribu-
tion called “Dancing
Circus of My Brain.”
Could you relate to
that, Mr. Sanders?

You got one thing
right. I was president
of the Board of the
Yolo Community
Foundation, a very
fine organization
whose mission is to
promote philanthropy
in Yolo County. We
have several interest-
ing programs to assist
in doing that.
It is some other MB

who has dabbled with
hydrodynamic shear
in leukocytes.
I do admit to being

involved in many re-
search projects such
as analyzing trace ele-
ments in retinas, as re-
cently reviewed in a
paper fromTaiwan en-
titled, “In Vivo Moni-
toring of the Transfer
Kinetics of Trace Ele-
ments in Animal

BrainswithHyphenat-
ed Inductively Cou-
pled Plasma Mass
Spectrometry Tech-
niques” and studying
interglial gap junc-
tions in photoreceptor
degenerations.
Thank you, Donald

K. Sanders, for the
compliment of wanti-
ng to stealmy column.
But, be aware, there

are great numbers of
MargaretBurnses hov-
ering in this world and
the next, and you need
to sharpen your re-
search techniques or
you could be met with
a class-action suit by
all the MBs in the
world. The thought
should make you
shudder.

MARGARET S.
BURNS

AARP Driver Safety Class offered
The City of Winters

is sponsoring an
AARP Driver Safety
class at the Communi-
ty Center, Aug. 22 and
24, 1:30-5:30 p.m.
This eight-hour

class helps older dri-
vers ages 50 and up be-
come more aware of
changes that occur
due to aging and how
to adjust driving ac-
cordingly. The course

reviews basic rules of
the road and typical
violations that occur
with older drivers.
Taking this course

may help drivers save
money on automobile
insurance. The State
mandates that an au-
tomobile insurance
discount be given to
people completing a
driver improvement
course. The course is

taught by an AARP
Driver Safety course
volunteer. The fee for
the course is $12 for
AARP members and
$14 for non-AARP
members.
Enrollment applica-

tions are available at
City Hall or the Com-
munity Center. For
more information, call
Tracy Jensen, 795-
4910, extension 100.

Putah Creek Committee to meet Monday
TheWinters Putah Creek Com-

mittee will meet onMonday, July
18, at 7 p.m., in the council cham-
bers at City Hall.
Discussion items include the

North Bank improvement, an up-

date on parkway and realign-
ment projects, a discussion on a
draft notification plan and the
nomination and election of a
committee chair and vice chair.

FIRE
Continued from pageA-2
Place, chest pains

July 9
~ 90 block of Niemann
Street, medical aid,
unresponsive victim
~ 100 block of Abbey
Street, lift assist

July 10
~ 400 block of Abbey
Street, possible stroke
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Calendar
Thursday, July 14

Winters School Board meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
school district office, Walnut Room

WFoL Free Summer Concert, 7 p.m., Rotary
Park

Dive In Movie, “Grease,” swimming at 7
p.m., movie at 8 p.m., Bobbie Greenwood
Community Swimming Pool

Friday, July 15
Winters Shakespeare Workshopʼs “The

Comedy of Errors,” 8 p.m., City Park, Fourth
and Main streets

Saturday, July 16
Winters Shakespeare Workshopʼs “The

Comedy of Errors,” 8 p.m., City Park, Fourth
and Main streets

Monday, July 18
Winters School Board special meeting,

6:30 p.m., school district office, Walnut Room
Putah Creek Committee meeting, 7 p.m.,

City Hall, council chambers

Tuesday, July 19
City Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. City Hall,

council chambers

Wednesday, July 20
Orchard Village Apartments Grand

Opening, 1:30 p.m., 955 RailroadAve.

Ongoing
Thursdays: Winters Rotary Club meeting,

noon, The Buckhorn;Bilingual Storytime, 6:30
p.m., Winters Community Library; Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting, 8 p.m., 305 First St.

Sundays: AlcoholicsAnonymousmeeting,
9 a.m., 305 First St.

Tuesdays: Alcoholics Anonymous
meeting, 6-7 a.m., 305 First St.

Wednesdays: Soroptimist meeting, 7 a.m.,
call 795-4631 or 795-2828 for location
information; Narcotics Anonymous meeting,
7 p.m., 62 ShamsWay

Upcoming events
Saturday, July 23, Winters Ag Exploration

tour, Four Winds Growers, sign up at the
Chamber of Commerce, 795-2329

Friends of Winters Parks clean up, City
Park playground, 7:30 a.m. to noon.

Monday Aug. 22 and Tuesday, Aug. 23,
AARP Driver Safety Class, 1:30-5:30 p.m.,
Community Center

Earthquake Street Festival, Friday, Aug. 26,
5-11 p.m., downtownMain Street

(To list your non-profit local event on theWinters
Express calendar, email information to
news@wintersexpress.com or call 795-4551.)

This community calendar is sponsored by:

The Winters Cham-
ber of Commerce will
present its first “agri-
tour” on Saturday, July
23, with a Winters Ag
Exploration tour of

FourWinds Growers in
the hills west of Lake
SolanoPark.

The day begins at 9
a.m. with a check-in
at Steady Eddy’s,

Chamber sponsors first
‘agri-tour’ at Four Winds

Courtesy photo
John “Cedar” Seeger shows off some of the oranges
from trees raised at Four Winds Growers.

followed by the tour of
the sprawling citrus
ranch owned by John
“Cedar” and Mary He-
len Seeger from 10 to
11:30 a.m. Participants
will learn about citrus
and other edible orna-
mentals for the garden.
The Four Winds family
created the dwarf cit-
rus in 1950.
Next is guided “Win-

ters Walk,” from noon
to 1:30 p.m., featuring
historicdowntownWin-
ters, and citrus mar-
malade, crackers and
wine-tasting at Turko-
vich Family Wines,
homemade citrus san-
gria at Rootstock,
chocolate samples and
wine tasting at Berry-
essa Gap Winery, and a
display of citrus-
themedfabric for table-
cloths, runners and
quits atClothCarousel.
The day concludes

with lunch at Ficelle at
1:30p.m.
The tour cost is $40.
To register, call the

Winters Chamber of
Commerceat 795-2329.

A little bit of Winters in Mendocino

On the road with the Express

Courtesy photo
Maya Tice holds the Winters Express overlooking the Grand Canyon while on a 17-day road trip with
her UC Santa Barbara roommates that started on June 14. The girls visited Yellowstone National Park
and Old Faithful Geyser, Mount Rushmore and Ticeʼs grandparents in Park Ridge, Ill., near Chicago,
as well as Niagara Falls, Boston, New York, Washington, D.C., Jamestown Settlement, Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, New Orleans, Four Corners, Grand Canyon and also family of Ticeʼs roommates in
Wyoming, Ohio near Cincinnati, and Cathedral City near Palm Springs and Santa Barbara. They
returned to Winters on June 30. The girls camped or stayed with family and friends along the way.

Courtesy photo
Shaunie, Mike, Ameryn and Matt Briggs display their Winters Express in
front of a trophy abalone sculpture while spending time in Mendocino.

Free food to be distributed in Winters area
The Food Bank of

Yolo County will dis-
tribute food to eligible
Winters residents on
Thursday, July 21,
from noon to 1 p.m. at

First Baptist Church,
512 First St., and 3 to 4
p.m. at Yolo Housing,
62 ShamsWay.
Participants may re-

ceive food at only one

site, and are asked to
bring a bag to carry
their food home.
For more informa-

tion, call the Food
Bank at 668-0690.

Warmer weather brings
out mosquitoes in area
Summer’s warmer

temperatures after a
wet springmeansmore
mosquitoes.
“The late spring rain

and above average
rainfall for this year
has lefta lotof standing
water,” said David
Brown, manager of the
Sacramento-Yolo Mos-
quito and Vector Con-
trol District. “As the
warming trend contin-
ues we will see many
moremosquitoes.”
The combination of

excesswater andwarm
temperatures create
the ideal conditions for
mosquitoes tobreed.
In addition to vacant

homes with neglected
swimming pools,
the district is also

encountering mosqui-
to problems around
homes with raised
foundations.
Residents are urged

to report problems and
to drain stagnantwater
around their yard.
As the number of

mosquitoes go up, this
will also mean an in-
creased risk of West
Nilevirus.Thedisease,
which can be transmit-
tedby infectedmosqui-
toes that feedon infect-
ed birds, appears to
be permanently estab-
lished in this area. One
birdhas testedpositive
inSacramentoCounty.
To report mosquito

breeding problems:
(800) 429-1022, www.
FIGHTtheBITE.net.
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From the Ground Up: Apricots have roots in Yolo ag history
By ANN EVANS and
GEORGEANNE
BRENNAN
Special to the Express

Apricots are a big
part of Yolo County’s
agricultural history,
especially in and
around Winters. The
Winters Express not-
ed in its June 28, 1946,
edition that 464 rail
cars of apricots had
been shipped out that
year.
The packing sheds
once lined the railroad
tracks that crossed
Putah Creek and came
up Railroad Avenue,
but the only remnants
now are the iconic rail-
road bridge, a couple
of renovated packing
sheds at Elliot and
Main, an old box facto-
ry with corrugated sid-
ing just north of them,
and, running along the
sidewalk on the east
side of Railroad Av-
enue fromthebridge to
Abbey Street, etchings
in the sidewalk where
the tracks oncewere.
The apricot crop
was once so critical to
the economy of the
town of Winters that
for many, many years
the school term end-
ed in mid-May so that
the children could be
at home to help with
the harvest or cut
apricots in the dry
yards. Even today,
many Winters adults
of a certain age can
tell stories about the
youthful summers
they spent with their
friends, cutting apri-
cots in the dry yards.
Even though we
grew up more than
500 miles apart, Ann
in Berkeley, and I in
Laguna Beach, we
both treasure the
memory of the apricot
trees in our own back-
yards. We climbed
them, picked their
fruit, ate them out of
hand, made pies with
them, and when the
crop was at its fullest,
made jam and canned
them. Ann also sold
them door to door.
When I moved out-
side of Winters about

25 years ago, an apri-
cot orchard was right
across the road from
me and my neighbor
kindly gave me per-
mission to pick at
will. When I walked
through that orchard
during apricot sea-
son, I would eventual-
ly wind up at Johnny
Lopez’s drying yard
and what a glorious
sight that was — sur-
rounded by the deep
green leaves of the
orchard was an open
area with hundreds of
wooden trays spread
across the ground,
each covered in a lay-
er of cut, pitted and
sulfured apricots,
drying in the bright
June sun like a huge,
golden blanket.
Sadly, my neigh-
bor’s orchard was
ripped up 10 years
ago, “because you can
never make money on
apricots” the farmer
told me. It broke my
heart to see the beau-
tiful trees I had
walked among for
more than a decade
tossed on their sides,
roots exposed against
the sky, their branch-
es broken in the
fall as the backhoe
flipped them out of
the earth. In a few
days they were gone,
pushed into a pile
and burned and,
shortly after, rows of
spindly young walnut
trees took their place.
This story was
repeated during the
1990s throughout the
Winters area. One
reason was the al-
ways-present risk of
rain during February
pollination for the
early-blooming apri-
cots. The main rea-
son, though, was that
newer apricot vari-
eties, Castlebrite and
Patterson, had been
developed and were
being planted heavily
on the upper west
side of the San
Joaquin Valley,
around Patterson and
Westley, and fruit
from that warmer, dri-
er area ripened earli-
er and got to market

when the prices were
high.
The Winters farm-
ers, looking at the
weather risk and
diminishing returns,
started shifting their
orchards into al-
monds, prunes and
walnuts. However,
one semi-nostalgic
farmer told me that
they always saved at
least one tree of the
Blenheim apricots
for themselves. They
knew a good thing,
just like anyone does
who has ever had a
ripe Blenheim apri-
cot.
The Blenheim, some-
times called Royal
Blenheim, is renowned
for its impeccable
sweetness and flavor.
The Royal Blenheim
was boarded onto the
SlowFoodUSA’sArkof
Taste in the last few
years to help preserve
it by calling attention
to its flavor and in-
creasing the market
demand for it.
Happily there are
some growers still
growing Blenheims in
the area, and you can
find them at fruit
stands, like Double R
Ranch Fruit Stand
and The Fruit Tree in
Winters, and Manas
Orchards in Esparto.
Also, like in the old
days, apricots and
other fruit are avail-
able by the flat or lug
at Double R Ranch
and Manas Orchards.
At the Davis Farm-
ers Market, Jeff and
Annie Main of Good
Humus Farms sell the
Blenheim apricots
theyplanted soonafter
they bought their farm
in 1976. Royal Derby is
another old fashioned,
flavorful variety to
look for. Shop now,
because the apricot
season is a brief one.
Should you miss it,
however, peaches, nec-
tarines, and plumswill
beavailableuntil deep
into summer and avail-
able by the lug box.

Where to buy apricots
Double R Ranch
Fruit Stand

(530) 795-2862
9224 Gaddini Road,
Winters
Putah Creek Road
exit on northbound
Interstate 505

LorenWarren’s
OMRP (Old Man’s
Retirement Plan)
Two miles east of
Winters on Road
32/Russell Blvd.

The Fruit Tree
415 Grant Ave. (High-
way 128) on the west-
ern edge of Winters

Manas Ranch
530-787-3228
ManasRanch.com
25838 Road 21A,
Esparto (1/2 mile west
of Highway 16)

Lester Farms (Dried
Fruit)
(530)795-2693
Lesterfarms.com
4317 Margaret Lane,
Winters

Rustic Tart of
Apricots and Goat
Cheese Cream
Serves 6 to 8

This can be made
with virtually any
seasonal, fresh fruit,
such as plums, peach-
es, nectarines, figs or
pears. For larger
fruit, cut into thin
slices. Don’t be

alarmed when the
filling swells and
puffs.

The Ingredients
6 to 8 apricots, pitted
and cut into quarters
One 12 x 14 sheet
frozen puff pastry,
thawed as directed by
manufacturer
2 to 3 ounces soft goat
cheese
½ cup plus one table-
spoon sugar
1 egg
1 to 2 tablespoons
heavy cream

Putting It Together
Preheat oven to 375º
F.
On a floured work
surface, spread open
the puff pastry sheet.
With a rolling pin,
roll to a scant 1/4-inch
thick. To make a tart,
trim the corners to
make a round. Line a
baking sheet with
parchment paper and
transfer the round to
the paper. Pinch the
edges up to form a
generous ½-inch rim.
Place in the freezer
and chill 15 minutes
to firm edges.
In a bowl, whisk
together the goat
cheese, ½ cup of the
sugar, the egg, and
cream until a smooth
paste forms. Spread

the paste evenly over
the bottom of the pas-
try round. Do not
overfill as the weight
of the fruit causes it
to sink, pushing up
the paste. Arrange
the apricots, cut side
down, in concentric
circles on top of the
paste, about one inch
apart. Sprinkle the
two tablespoons of
sugar evenly over the
apricots. Bake until
the pastry is puffed
and browned and the
apricots are soft and
slightly golden, about
30 minutes. Remove
from the oven, cover
loosely with alu-
minum foil, and let
stand for 10 minutes.

With a long knife,
loosen the round
from the parchment
paper so the tart
won’t stick when cut
into slices. Serve
warm.

Ann M. Evans and
Georgeanne Brennan
have a food and mar-
keting consulting firm,
Evans & Brennan,
LLC, specializing in
farm fresh food in
school lunch. They
co-lead Slow Food
Yolo. Reach them at
info@evansandbrennan
.com.

Courtesy photo
Cody Klimper at Double R Ranch fruit stand in Winters with new crop apricots.

Looking for something good to read this summer?
Pick up the Express!

Fibromyalgia
support
group to meet
The Northern Cal Fi-
bro Friends will meet
from 1 to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, July 16, in the con-
ference room of the Va-
caValley Hospital, 1000
Nut Tree Road in Va-
caville.
The goal is to share
new information about
fibromyalgia and en-
couragemembers.
There isnocharge for
the meeting but dona-
tions areappreciated.
For more, contact
Valma Honeyfield at
valmagrace@comcast.
net, or 756-9153.

Volunteers needed to serve on county boards
The Yolo County Board of Su-
pervisors needs candidates to fill
vacancies on several county advi-
sory bodies.

The board and committees with
vacancies include the Assessment
Appeals Board, Audit Committee,
Childcare & Development Planning
Council, Commission on Aging and
Adult Services, Community Ser-
vices Action Board, Emergency
Medical Care Committee, Health
Council, Maternal, Child & Adoles-
cent Health Advisory Board, Salud
Clinic Advisory Board, South Davis

General Plan Citizen’s Advisory
Committee, Waste Advisory Com-
mittee, West Plainfield Airport and
EspartoCommunityServiceDistrict

Formore information on adviso-
ry bodies and specific vacancies,
and to submit an application, visit
www.yolocounty.org (click on
“Government,” then “Board of
Supervisors,” then “Advisory
Bodies”) or call the Clerk of the
Board’s office at 666-8195.

Interested community members
also may contact their Yolo Coun-
ty Supervisor.
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CLASH
Continued from pageA-3
May of this year and
last.
“They’ve basically

stolen all of our liq-
uidity,” said Donlevy,
noting the many pro-
jects in town that have
been funded by rede-
velopment. “The only
way for us to find
$524,000 would be to
go to our General
Fund reserves, and
that would basically
steal half of it.” How-
ever, he did offer some
hope.
“We’re a very lean

operation, and at the
end of the day, I think
we’re going to be
okay,” said Donlevy,
adding however that
providing community
services will be “very
difficult.”
Noting that the city

does receive sales tax
money, Donlevy re-
ported that gas and al-
cohol sales bring in
the most revenue to
the city.
Three of top five

sales tax producers
are gas stations,” he
said.
Noting that the city

is now approaching
the end of a two-year
budget, Donlevy said
the city must “keep
looking ahead” and
said the Burger
King/Arco project is
likely to be the only
project we’ll have in
town next year.
Martin askedwhat is

to happen of the
Cody’s and JJ’s prop-
erties, recently pur-
chased by the citywith
redevelopment funds.
Gunby explained that

the titles of these
properties were trans-
ferred to the city, and
“based on advice of
three attorneys, we
had the property ap-
praised, we did every-
thing above board and
they were transferred
into the city’s name.”
Martin said he re-

mained concerned
that the state may try
to confiscate those
properties.
“They may try,” re-

spondedDonlevy.
Gunby said the state

has a “look back peri-
od,” and can investi-
gate redevelopment
transactions that have
occurred since Jan
2011.
“We are being pun-

ished for Prop 22,”
commented Aguiar-
Curry, expressing dis-
appointment with the
lack of support for re-
development shown
by state representa-
tives Lois Wolk and
Mariko Yamada. She
voiced support for a
local sales tax that
was proposed by
Corinne Martinez dur-
ing the non-agenda
items segment earlier
in the meeting. She
praised the two-year
budgeting strategy,
and asked, “Now
we’re back at the two
year limit — what are
we going to doandhow
arewe going to do it?
Gunby replied that

city staff will have a
clearer idea of what is
happening at the state
level with redevelop-
ment in October.
“We have some lev-

els of uncertainty, but
we’ve already started
working on some con-
tingency plans,” she

said, including “re-
tasking” city staff. “It’s
hard tomake any deci-
sions until we know
what’s going to happen
at the state level.
We’re still looking at a
lot of uncertainty. We
want to make deci-
sions with as much
fact aswe canmuster.”
Donlevy said city

staff will be meeting
with financial and le-
gal advisors to get an
assessment of the
city’s position in re-
gards to redevelop-
ment, and will make
recommendations at a
future meeting, possi-
bly nextmonth.
“There’s a good

chance that as early as
August 16, we could be
adopting a resolution
that says goodbye to
our Community Devel-
opment Agency,” said
Donlevy.
Aguiar-Curry dis-

tributed a “boiler
plate” letter provided
by the League of Cali-
forniaCities that is be-
ing used to voice ob-
jection to the state’s
redevelopment grab,
and requested the
council submit one.
However, the item was
not on the agenda. Fol-
lowing some discus-
sion, the council
agreed that the letter
fell within the realm
of the budget discus-
sion, and unanimously
moved to send the let-
ter following approval
from City Attorney
JohnWallace.

Other items
~ Housing Coor-

diantor Dan Maguire
reported the city re-
ceived two proposals
for the vacant proper-

ty at 318 Railroad
(JJ’s), and that staff is
in the process of re-
viewing those propos-
als. One of the appli-
cants, Rory Linton, ex-
pressed his concerns
about the inadequate
length of time offered
on the leases and rec-
ommended a two-year
lease with a three-
year option to make
the properties more
attractive. Recom-
mendations on the
proposals are expect-
ed at the Aug. 2. coun-
cil meeting.
~ Donlevy an-

nounced that the
grand opening for Or-
chard Village will be
celebrated on
Wednesday, July 20.
~ In the non-agenda

items segment,
Corinne Martinez not-
ed that state sales tax
dropped from 8.25 to
7.25 on July 1, and rec-
ommended that the
city consider increas-
ing the local sales tax
by “a modest .125 per-
cent increase, which
would make us on par
with Vacaville and
Dixon, and would
more than double our
sales tax revenue.”
She added that “It is a
“worthy discussion.”
~ Proclamations

and praise were ex-
tended to city employ-
ees Nanci Mills and
Terry Vendor, both of
whom received 25-
year service awards.
Both were received
with standing ovations
and applause, and
their accomplish-
ments were celebrat-
ed with fresh apricot
pie for all.
The council meets

next on July 19.

POLICE
Continued from pageA-2
Attorney for a com-
plaint of theft.
~ 2-4 p.m., 100 block

of Edwards Street, a
wallet was stolen from
a residence. Loss:
$160.

July 2
~ 7 p.m., Fourth and

Main Streets, an un-
known male suspect
followed a female vic-
tim in a suspicious
manner, making the
victim uncomfortable.

July 3-9
~ 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.,

300 block of Grant Av-
enue, an unlocked ve-
hicle was entered and
a speaker box and am-
plifier were stolen.

July 4
~ 11:31 p.m., Jose

Everado Regalado-
Mendoza, 21, of Sacra-
mentowas issued ano-
tice to appear for be-
ing an unlicensed dri-
ver and having an in-
operable vehicle tail
lamp.

July 5
~ 12:02 a.m., 400 block

of Creekside Way, a ve-
hicle window was bro-
ken. Damage: $200.
~ 10:05 a.m., a 17-

year-old Vacaville ju-
venile was arrested
for two counts of as-
sault with a deadly
weapon other than a
firearm. The juvenile
wasbookedat theWin-
ters Police Depart-
ment and released to a
parent on a notice to
appear.

~ 3:58 p.m., on Myr-
tleDrive, an officer as-
sisted a Yolo County
Sheriff deputy with a
violation of a court or-
der.
~ 6:29 p.m., Aaron

Alexander Aceves, 26,
a transient, was
picked up at Solano
County Jail, transport-
ed to Yolo County Jail
and booked on an out-
standing Winters Po-
lice Department
bench warrant charg-
ing him with violation
of probation.
~ 8:30 p.m., 800 block

of West Grant Avenue,
a suspect was found to
be in possession of
methamphetamine.
The case is being for-
warded to the District
Attorney for a com-
plaint of possession of
a controlled sub-
stance.
~ 8:30 p.m., Hector

Cruz Hernandez, 38, of
Winters was issued a
notice to appear for
being an unlicensed
driver and having un-
lawful tinted vehicle
windows.

July 6
~ 5:48 p.m., County

Road 90, an officer re-
sponded to an audible
business alarm. Offi-
cer located an unse-
cure door. The busi-
ness was cleared and
secured.

July 6-11
~ Time unknown,

700 block of Railroad
Avenue, graffiti was
scratched into a bath-
room mirror. Damage:
$170.

July 7

~ 2:17 p.m., 600 block
of Foxglove Circle, an
officer responded to
an audible residential
alarm. It was deter-
mined the alarm was
activated accidental-
ly.
~ 4:30 p.m., Railroad

Avenue and Edwards
Street, parties were
involved in a mutual
fight.
~ 6:51 p.m., 300 block

of Rosa Avenue, par-
ties were involved in a
verbal domestic dis-
pute.

July 8
~ 8:23 a.m., a found

coin purse and con-
tentswere turned over
to the police depart-
ment.
~ 11:11 a.m.,

Jonathan Edward
Valdez, 32, of Wood-
land was issued a no-
tice to appear for dri-
ving with a suspend-
ed/revoked driver’s li-
cense.
~ 5:17 p.m., Tanya

Marie Clarke, 24, of
Yuba City was pulling
into a parking space in
a parking lot on the
100 block ofEastGrant
Avenue. As Clarkewas
pulling into the space,
an unknown driver of
a vehicle was backing
up from another park-
ing space, struck her
vehicle from behind
and left the scene.
~ 5:30-6 p.m., 100

block of East Baker
Street, an apartment
door was kicked in
causing damage to the
door and door frame.
Damage: $700.
~ 6:30 p.m., a vehicle

registered to Tiburcio
Quezada, Jr. of Win-

ters was legally
parked facing south-
bound on Walnut
Lane. An unknown
driver of a vehicle col-
lided into the parked
vehicle causing dam-
age to the driver side
rear view mirror and
left the scene.

July 9
~ 5:58 a.m., 200 block

of First Street, an offi-
cer responded to an
audible alarm. The
business was secure.
~ 7:01 a.m., 200 block

of First Street, an offi-
cer responded to an
audible alarm. The
business was open
and it could not be de-
termined why the
alarm activated.
~ 12:12 p.m., Jose

Martin Bermudez, 46,
of Esparto was issued
a notice to appear for
being an unlicensed
driver.

July 10
~ 11:07 a.m., Jose

Manuel Reyes-Madri-
gal, 41, of Winters was
issued a notice to ap-
pear for being an unli-
censed driver.
~ 11:45 a.m., Ashley

Katherine O’Neil, 20,
of Winters was issued
a notice to appear for
being an unlicensed
driver, having inoper-
able vehicle stop
lamps and failing to
provide proof of insur-
ance.
~ 12:25 p.m., 200

block of Railroad Av-
enue, officers re-
sponded to an audible
alarm. An unsecure
door was located. The
building was cleared
and secured.

STABBED
Continued from pageA-2
The suspect, a 17-

year-old Vacaville
male juvenile, ap-
peared at the Winters
Police Department on
July 5 and was booked
on charges of two
counts of assault with
a deadly weapon other
than a firearm.
Because the suspect

sustained injuries in
the attack that “would
have made it compli-
cated to transfer him
to juvenile hall,” said
Lieutenant Sergio
Gutierrez, he was re-
leased to a parentwith
a notice to appear. The
case is being forward-
ed to Yolo County Ju-
venile Probation.

Gutierrez explained
that laws governing ju-
veniles and adults are
different, permitting
law enforcement to
cite and release juve-
niles to the custody of
parents if it seems ap-
propriate rather than
transport them direct-
ly to juvenile hall.
Gutierrez said

charges have been
filed against the sus-
pect, and an investiga-
tion is ongoing. At this
point, it appears that
the suspect was acting
alone. He was in Win-
ters that night while
visiting a friend.
As for possible gang-

related activity, Police
Chief Bruce Muramo-
to stated that there
does not appear to be
any connection.

Decline in property
values continues
Yolo County Asses-

sor Joel Butler has re-
leased the 2011/12 tax
roll showing a contin-
uingdecline in the roll
value from last year.
Thenumber of proper-
ties that have been re-
duced below their
Proposition 13 Fac-
tored Base Year Value
has grown from over
16,000 to more than
18,000.
The reduction to this

year’s roll was partial-
ly offset by new con-
struction, properties
changing ownership
that had older base
year values and agri-
cultural properties,
along with properties
at their Proposition 13
value, receiving the
inflation factor of
0.753 percent. The in-
flation factor derived
by the State Board of
Equalization is well
below the 2 percent
maximum increase.
The results are a net
decrease to the Yolo
County tax roll of less
than 1 percent to a val-
ue of $19,715,449,214.
The unincorporated

areas of Yolo County
fared best, increasing
by 4.2 percent over last
year. This is reflected
in Williamson Act val-
ues of the strong agri-
cultural economy,
high yields and rising
crop prices.
The city of Davis re-

mained essentially
flat at 0.06 percent in-
crease. The city of
Winters fared much

better than last year
with less than 1 per-
cent decline (-0.88 per-
cent). The cities of
Woodland (-3.91 per-
cent) and West Sacra-
mento (-2.4 percent)
fared only slightly bet-
ter than the prior year.
“Staff has been dili-

gently working for
months to reviewmore
than 25,000 properties
for possible declines
in value,” said Butler.
“These employees
have done a tremen-
dous job in reviewing
home values to help
avoid the need for fil-
ing appeals.”
Values will be avail-

able on the Assessor’s
website (www. yolo-
c oun t y. o r g / i ndex .
aspx?page=1603) by
July 18. To access the
value of your property,
have your Assessor
Parcel Number or
street address avail-
able. For those with-
out Internet access,
call (530) 666-8135.
New this year, will

be the ability to file as-
sessment appeals on-
line. Once posted, the
online application can
be found at www. yolo-
coun t y. o r g / I ndex .
aspx?page=1520. Ef-
fective July 2, a $45 fil-
ing fee for assessment
appeals is required.
Due to budgetary

constraints, the Yolo
County Assessor’s Of-
fice is closed on Fri-
days.
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Coming up
Thur. July 14 - PeteAnderson
Fri. July 15 - Keri Carr Band

Sat. July 16 - The Unauthorized
Rolling Stones

See the rest of our schedule online at
palmsplayhouse.com

‘Dive-in’ movie time

Photo by Justin Hyer
All ready for the dive-inmovie on Thursday, July 14, are, from left, Dominic
Rodriguez, Emily Dodic andAshleyRodriguez. Themovie “Grease”will be
shown at the Bobbie Greenwood Community Swimming Pool. Swimming
starts at 7:30 p.m., and the movie “Grease” begins at 8 p.m. There is no
charge to watch themovie from the deck, and the cost is $1 to swim. Bring
a lawn chair, blanket or towel to sit on. Everyone is welcome.

Mondo Vagabondo to play at gazebo
Mondo Vagabondo

Orchestra will heat up
the stage with a free
outdoor performance
on Thursday, July 14,
from7 to 8:30p.m. at the
Rotary Park gazebo, on
MainStreet atRailroad
Avenue, in front of the
CommunityCenter.

Mondo Vagabondo
presents a total mu-
sical experience, with
cabaret-style jazz and
blues interspersed
with comedy and the-
atrics. The seven-piece
Vacaville-based band
explores that unique
time in musical history
when the rural blues
and folk music of the
Deep South headed
north to blendwith rag-
time, creating the dis-
tinctive jazz of Louis
Armstrong and Duke
Ellington. For more
about the band and a
preview of theirmusic ,
go to www.MondoVaga
bondo.com.

The performance is
part of the Winters

Courtesy photo
Members of the Mondo Vagabondo Orchestra
perform cabaret-style jazz with a twist of blues. The
full, seven-piece band will play at a free outdoor
concert on Thursday, July 14 at 7 p.m. at the Rotary
Park Gazebo in Winters, as part of the Winters
Friends of the Library summer concert series.
Friends of the Library
summer concert series.
Invite your friends and
neighbors, bring a
blanket or lawn chairs
or sit on the grass, sip a
cool drink and enjoy
some fine livemusic on
a summerevening.
The Friends of the

Librarywillhavepizza,
ice cream and cold
drinks for sale, and all
proceeds will support
the Winters Library.
Quality usedbookswill
be for sale too.
For more, contact

Keith Cary at kcary@
dcn.org or 795-3173.

Get satisfied with Unauthorized Rolling Stones at The Palms
The Unauthorized Rolling

Stones look like the original, strut
like the original and rock like the
original. Formed by Rudy Colom-
bini who embodies Mick, he has
created a true phenomenon with
Dave Garcia as Keith Richards,
Mark Banning as Ron Wood and
Kenny Crampton as Bill Wyman.
Experience the intensity and

rock ’n’ roll raunchiness of the
Rolling Stones up close with the
Unauthorized Rolling Stones. Rec-
ognized as the leading Rolling
Stones tribute band in the world,
and quoted again and again by
many die-hardRolling Stones fans,
“The Unauthorized Rolling Stones
are better than the real thing.” Ex-
ecutives at IMAX and Paramount

Pictures call themtheNo. 1Rolling
Stones Tribute in the country,
IMAX chose The Unauthorized
Rolling Stones for its national
cross-promotion for the Martin
Scorsese film “ShineALight.”
The Unauthorized Rolling

Stones will be at The Palms on
Saturday, July 16, at 8:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and are available

at Pacific Ace Hardware in Win-
ters, Armadillo Music in Davis,
Watermelon Music’s new branch
location in Woodland, online at
tickets.com, and at the door if not
sold out. The Palms ist at 13 Main
St., Winters.
For more information, call 795-

1825 or visit palmsplayhouse.com
and theurs.com.

Nathan James fuses invention, tradition
Bluesman Nathan James’

three piece band forges a
cumulative sound that com-
bines elements of 1920s
acoustic blues, amplified
juke joint hill country, and
1950s uptown blues mixed
with 1960s soulful R&B.
Influences range fromTam-
pa Red to B.B. King to
James Brown and the
Famous Flames.
This is not your average

blues power trio that leans
towards the “blues rock”
formula. Instead, each
member in the band knows
all the nuances of the dif-
ferent feels and tones.
Knowing how to get peo-
ple’s attention, Nathan will
often go out solo from the

bandstand and burst into a
frenzied ragtime break-
down that can lead to a
washboard solo on his cus-
tom LED lit “Washtar Git-
board.”
Never one to follow con-

vention, and always one to
think for himself, James
has created a musical iden-
tity with his homemade
instruments and self-taught
skills. Whether you catch
James as his true one man
band pickin’ and scratchin’
on his own invention of
washboardguitar, stomping
out time on his custom suit-
case drum set while singing
and blowing harmonica or
kazoo, or leading his trio,
you are sure to be moved

and impressed with the
unique energy and soul
that he possesses. Joining
James is harmonica ace
Mark Hummel and RW
Grigsbey on bass.
Nathan James will be at

The Palms on Wednesday,
July 20, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$15 and are available at
Pacific Ace Hardware in
Winters, Armadillo Music
in Davis, Watermelon Mu-
sic’s newbranch location in
Woodland, online at tick-
ets.com, and at the door if
not sold out. The Palms is at
13Main St., Winters.
For more information,

call 795-1825 or visit palms
playhouse.com and nathan
djames.com.

Courtesy photo
Nathan James will perform blues music at 8 p.m. Wednesday, July
20, at The Palms, 13Main St.,Winters.

Golden-voiced bandleader Carr returns to Palms

When Sacramento’s
top traditional coun-
try/honky tonk band
Rowdy Kate, fronted
by singer and song-
writer Keri Carr, dis-
banded recently, it left
a void in the region’s
music scene.
Well, not to worry,

because Carr is back
withher newband, the
Keri Carr Band, which
expands upon the
honky-tonk country-
based sound she
brought with Rowdy
Kate and heads into
the territoryof the late
’60s/early ’70s country/

country rock sound of
such bands as Flying
Burrito Brothers, Em-
mylou Harris, Little
Feat andmore.
The sound includes

terrific three-part
harmonies, great in-
strumental skills and
high-level songwrit-
ing. Thenewband fea-
tures the lovely
singing voice of Carr;
Steve Randall on gui-
tar; Richard March on
guitar as well as con-
tributing original
songs; Larry Carr on
drums; RW Grigsbey
on bass; and Beth

Grigsbey on support-
ing vocals.
The Keri Carr Band

will be at The Palms
on Friday, July 15, at
8:30 p.m. Tickets, at
$15, are available at
Pacific Ace Hardware
in Winters, Armadillo
Music in Davis, Water-
melon Music’s new
branch in Woodland,
online at tickets.com,
and at the door if not
sold out. The Palms is
at 13 Main St., Win-
ters.
For more, call 795-

1825 or visit palms
playhouse.com.

TheKeri Carr
Band,

featuring
singer Keri
Carr, will

perform at
8:30 p.m.

Friday, July
15, at The
Palms.

Courtesy
photo

Those interested in singing with
the Davis Chorale are invited to a
“Meet the Chor-ale” Brunch on Sat-
urday, July 16, from 11-2:30 p.m. at
the Deem home, 108 Evening Bay
Place inDavis.
The brunch offers prospective

singers a chance to meet Artistic
Director Alison Skinner, other
chorale members and learn more
about singing with the group. Re-
hearsals for the new season are set
tobegin inmid-September.
RSVP toalison@vapinc.org.

Davis Chorale invites singers to brunch on July 16

Delta style
blues show
planned
Taste wine and

enjoy blues duo
Chicken and
Dumpling from 6
to 8 p.m. Friday,
July 15, at Root
Stock, 22 Main St.
Back by popular
demand, Chicken
& Dumpling is an
acoustic blues duo
featuring Charles
“Chicken” Oriel
on the guitar and
Julia “Dumpling”
Simonon thebass.
The duo plays

the down home,
Delta style blues
of Robert John-
son, Big Bill
Broonzy andMud-
dy Waters, in ad-
dition to the clas-
sic women’s blues
of Bessie Smith
and Sippie Wal-
lace. Chicken &
Dumpling also
cover contempo-
rary blues artists
like Bonnie Raitt
and Eric Clapton,
as well as jazz
standards.
All are invited

to stop in and re-
ceive a 10 percent
discount on all
French linens
during the show.
For more, call

Root Stock at 794-
6008. For local news and entertainment, read theExpress
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Sponsors are needed for this yearʼs
Earthquake Street Festival

Help keep this event going by calling 795-2329

RESORT
Continued from pageA-1
the benefits of living
so near a recreational
jewel.
According to Clif-

ford, the owners are
putting together a spe-
cial package for Win-
ters residents, includ-
ing day use and cabin
rental rates as low as
$25 per night.
“It’s something

we’re putting together
for local people, to
give them a reason to
come out here,” says
Clifford. “A country
club type thing, that’s
kind of the idea.”
The store and café

are currently under-
going renovation, and
the resort boasts a new
wood-burning pizza
oven, with pizza din-
ners served on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday
nights.
Canyon Creek Re-

sort has over 1,000
members, most of
whom come fromwith-
in a two hour radius to
enjoy the tree-lined,
creekside campsites,
full RV hook-ups and
wide variety of activi-
ties; each campsite
sleeps up to 10 people.
Members can camp at
Canyon Creek Resort
and its sister resort,
Delta Shores, in Isle-
ton, for $2-$10 per
night, 365 days per

year.
A complete recre-

ation schedule, from
church on Sunday
mornings, to Bingo on
Saturday nights, in-
cludes arts and crafts
for adults and chil-
dren, and ice cream
socials on Saturday af-
ternoons, two pools,
(one for families, one
for adults), a spa,
horseshoe pits, water
games and scavenger
hunts. In addition, a
variety of special
events take place
throughout the year
including Fourth of
July, New Year’s Eve
and Easter. Visitors
can enjoy live music
provided by a variety
of bands or DJs, and
karaoke. Taking ad-
vantage of Putah
Creek and Lake
Berryessa, visitors can
participate in catch
and release trout fish-
ing and kayaking, hik-
ing or swimming.
Part of the plan for

creating the local
package is to allow vis-
itors to come up to the
resort, enjoy the live
music, dancing or
karaoke, and then
have a place to stay for
the night instead of
driving home. The
deluxe, air-condi-
tioned cabins (part of
the local package) fea-
ture double and bunk
beds, full baths,
kitchens and satellite

Photo by Dawn Van Dyke
Itʼs an angle of Monticello Dam that most people donʼt get to see — unless theyʼre visiting Canyon Creek Resort, sit-
uated just below the dam along Putah Creek.

Photo by Dawn Van Dyke
Head pizza oven cook Chris Bradley makes breakfast biscuits for Canyon Creek Re-
sort members and patrons of the restaurant, which is now open to the public.

Photo by Dawn Van Dyke
Quilting enthusiasts Debbie Redding (left) and Linda
Vairetta show the squares theyʼre working on during
their stay at Canyon Creek Resort.

television. Cabins and
trailers have excellent
views of the creek and
Monticello Dam. The
park has 24-hour secu-
rity.
The resort also has

its own water system
and offers showers
and a laundry facility.
The owners are con-

stantly coming up with
new ways to serve
their members, and
amenities to entice
new visitors.
“Eventually we’d

like to put in a gym,”
says Clifford.
Another extension

of the campground is
also in the planning
stages.
Anyone interested

in finding out more
about the benefits of
membership or the lo-
cal package can call
794-4133 or visit
Canyon Creek Resort
to tour the site.
For more informa-

tion, visit www.
vistaresorts.net.

Input on local
conservation
sought
The Yolo County Re-

source Conservation
District (RCD) will
hold its annual Local
WorkGroupmeeting at
the Farm Bureau on
Aug. 4, 9 a.m. to noon.
This is an opportunity
for farmers and ranch-
ers, agencies and orga-
nizations to provide
feedback to the RCD
and the USDANatural
Resources Conserva-
tion Services (NRCS)
on local conservation
needs, strategies and
natural resource is-
sues.
The NRCS and the

Farm Service Agency
(FSA) administer
Farm Bill funding
through a variety of
conservation and on-
farm loan or cost-
share programs such
as the Environmental
Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP). These
programs provide fi-
nancial and technical
assistance for improv-
ing natural resources
onworking lands.
The Local Work

Group meeting pro-
vides a forum for
landowners, farmers,
tribal members and
ranchers to comment
on the effectiveness of
these conservation
programs, and for
helping to develop lo-
cal priorities for re-
source concerns spe-
cific to Yolo County.
The priorities devel-
oped at this meeting
increase local rele-
vance ofFarmBill pro-
grams and contribute
local ranking criteria
for the next fiscal
year’s conservation
project funding.
Anyone interested

may attend.


