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Weather readings are taken
at 9 a.m. each day, covering
the previous 24 hour period.
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KADEN SPENCER KARLEN is the new son and
third child of Ron and Kristen Karlen, of Winters.
He was born on Sept. 30, 2004, at Northbay Hospital
in Fairfield. He weighed 11 pounds, 9 ounces and
was 20 1/2 inches long. He joins a brother, Kyle, 11,
and a sister, Karissa, 8. Maternal grandparents are
Connie and Richard Crum, maternal great-grand-
parents are Jeannine Clark and Josephine Crum.
Paternal grandparents are Barbara and Terry
Karlen. All are of Winters.

MAKENNA NICOLE VALTAKIS is the new child
and first daughter of Renee and Nate Valtakis, of
Englewood, Colorado. Born Oct. 20, 2004, at 11:58
p.m., at St. Joseph’s in Denver, Colorado, she
weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces and was 19 1/2 inches
long. Maternal grandparents are Greg and Terri
Little, of Winters and George and Tina McDonald,
of Westminster, Colorado. Paternal grandmother
was the late Judy Valtakis. Maternal great-grand-
parents are Darlene Ross, of Arvada, Colorado,
Carmen Little, of Davis and Ella May McDonald, of
Arvada, Colorado.

Schaefer wins football contest
In a week of upsets, Dr.

Bob Schaefer picked 20
out  of 28 games correctly
to win the $30 first prize in
the Winters Merchants
Football Contest.

Justine De Los Santos

picked 18 right to win the
$15 second prize.

All of the rest of the con-
testants had 17 or fewer
correct selections. Anoth-
er contest is in this week’s
Express.

Scouts to begin food drive
Pack 600 Cub Scouts will

distribute flyers this week
for their annual food dri-
ve. Flyers will be dis-
persed from Nov. 8-11 and
food donations will be
picked up on Saturday,
Nov. 13, from 9 a.m. to
noon. 

Bags for collecting food

will not be provided this
year. Any plastic or paper
bag is acceptable for do-
nating food. 

Perishables or items in
glass containers will not
be collected.

For more information,
call Jane Kays, 795-1404.

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
The National FFA Livestock Judging Champions are, from left, Winters High School students Matt Hayes, Jacob Thorne, Jesse Beck-
ett and Brenden Benson. They will go on to compete for the world title in June 2005.

◆ FFA judging team
earns national honors

By DEBRA LO GUERCIO
Express editor

With pride in his voice,
Winters High School ag
teacher Kent Benson sums
up the significance of his
FFA livestock judging
team’s first place finish in
the national FFA live-
stock judging competition:
“Here we are in this little,
tiny town that doesn’t even
show on the map and now
we will represent the
United States of Ameri-
ca.”

Following the team’s

win in Louisville, Ken-
tucky on Oct. 27 and 28,
their next stop will be the
Royal Highland Show
world competition, to be
held in Scotland next
June. Although still un-
winding from months of
intense study, practice
and travel, team members
Matt Hayes, Brenden Ben-
son, Jesse Beckett and Ja-
cob Thorne will be up to
the task come next sum-
mer. 

In their matching blue
corduroy FFA jackets,
they recall some of their
experiences and thoughts
about the national compe-

See FFFFAA  on page AA--33

City council discusses fiscal issues
By DAWN VAN DYKE
Express city editor

A PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the topic of fiscal
sustainability was the only
item on the city council
agenda on Tuesday, Nov. 2.

City Manager John Don-
levy led the discussion,
which focused on issues
such as evaluating the
city’s fiscal condition,
looking at the city’s econo-
my with regard to the tax
base and looking at eco-
nomic indicators. Eco-
nomic indicators outlined
included the city’s popula-
tion, tax base and number
of building permits issued

or expected to be issued.
Other items discussed in

the presentation included
fiscal management and
multi-year financial plan-
ning and strategies.

Donlevy told the city
council the greatest fiscal
asset the city has is proper-
ty tax from residential,
commercial and industrial
taxpayers. He said the city
should plan for its fiscal fu-
ture by factoring out “one-
shots,” or revenue that only
comes in to the city’s funds
one time. He asked Director
of Finance Shelly Gunby to
explain the difference be-
tween recurring and one-
time funding.

She explained that recur-
ring revenue is that which
“will not go significantly
down for a sustainable
time.” Fees collected by the
city from developers is non-
recurring revenue.

“We don’t want to get
hooked on dependence on
developer revenue to bal-
ance the budget,” said
Donlevy.

As he continued the pre-
sentation, Donlevy told the
city council he wants to cre-
ate a policy that can be used
to deal with non-recurring
revenues so the city doesn’t
depend on that funding to
balance its budget. He used
the state of California’s

budget crisis as an exam-
ple. He explained that
when funding was coming
in at a high rate to the state,
rather than plan for a rainy
day, the funding all got
spent. He said the city
should work out its finances
so that it always has a plan
for a rainy day.

Donlevy outlined issues
such as economic devel-
opment, tax revenues and
managing and monitoring
revenues. 

After brief discussion,
the council agreed to hold a
second financial feasibility
workshop on Tuesday, Nov.
16, at 4:30 p.m. in council
chambers at City Hall.

School board sets lottery allocations
By GARY BEALL
Express correspondent

School district trustees
on Nov. 4 approved expen-
diture of $261,344 in regu-
lar lottery funds and
$36,322 in restricted lot-
tery funds for the 2004-05
school year.  The totals, in-
cluding carryover of un-
spent funds, were $279,304
and $33,759 in 2003-04. Be-
cause of year-to-year fluc-
tuations in lottery income,
the district does not bud-
get lottery funds until the
year after they are re-

ceived.
Regular lottery monies

can be used at discretion
of the school district; re-
stricted funds can only be
used for instructional ma-
terials. The district uses
the funds to support per-
sonnel in certain posi-
tions, support school sites,
and to augment the dis-
trict’s core programs and
services.

Lottery funds support
the music program
Shirley Rominger Inter-
mediate School, the ESL
program at Winters Mid-

dle School, and provide
stipends and materials for
bilingual and special edu-
cation programs. They
also help support teacher
improvement and pupil
support grants, student as-
sessment, textbooks, a
staff appreciation lun-
cheon, the garden pro-
gram at Wolfskill School,
art, freshman sports, and
other programs. 

Campus upgrade
To get a jump on

planned modernization
construction at Winters

Middle School this sum-
mer, district trustees ap-
proved an electrical up-
grade for the school that
will take place in March.
The work will be fenced
from student access, and
there will be no power
outage while school is in
session. Power will be
switched to the new instal-
lation during spring
break.

Other items
Trustees presented a

City workshop planned
Fiscal sustainability will be the topic for a city

council workshop to be held Tuesday, Nov. 16, at
4:30 p.m. in council chambers at City Hall. 

Items for discussion will include ideas regard-
ing fiscal viability for the community and ensuring
that the city is on the correct financial path on a
long-term basis. Specific topics to be discussed
over the course of several workshops will include:
General Plan status, fiscal forecasting report on
the city budget, economic development report re-
view and a growth phasing strategy.

See SSCCHHOOOOLL  on page AA--77

Christmas basket
signups to begin

This year’s annual
Christmas Basket and
Toy Distribution are
scheduled to take place
on Dec. 18, at the Win-
ters Community Center. 

A program put on by
New Life Family
Church and Winters
First Baptist Puppet
Ministry will begin at
9:30 a.m., followed im-
mediately by the toy
giveaway. 

Christmas Food Bas-
kets will be given away

beginning at 11:15 a.m.,
and will be distributed
until 2 p.m.

To qualify for a Christ-
mas basket, sign up at
City Hall between Nov.
15 and Dec. 10. City Hall
is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. 

To help the Winters
Ministerial Association
with this effort, anyone
interested is asked to
take their contribution
to City Hall.



YESTERYEAR

35
YEARS AGO

50
YEARS AGO

65
YEARS AGO

100
YEARS AGO

A-2 — Winters (CA) Express, Thursday, November 11, 2004

OBITUARIES

312 Railroad Avenue, Winters, CA 95694
(530) 795-4551

Published each Thursday at Winters, California, 95694. Entered and paid at
the Post Office at Winters, California as Periodicals Matter (USPS 687-240)

Charles R. Wallace, Publisher
Debra J. Lo Guercio, Editor

Dawn Van Dyke, Office manager/City Editor
Barbara Lorenzi, Office manager/Proofreader

David Fleming, Editorial assistant
Newton Wallace, Publisher emeritus

Open: Mon. - Thurs. 10-5 - Fri. 10-3 Closed during the lunch hour

e-mail: news@wintersexpress.com or ads@wintersexpress.com
charley@wintersexpress.com
debra@wintersexrpess.com

web site: wintersexpress.com

News deadline, noon Monday

Subscription Rates:
Yolo & Solano Counties  . . . . . . . . . .$20.00
California  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
Outside of California  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35.00
emailed Express (call for details) . . . .$20.00

If you don’t receive your home delivered paper by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, call
795-4551. Mailed complaints should be directed to your local Postmaster

Classified Advertising
60 cents per line for first week, 50 cents per line for subsequent weeks

Minimum cash ad $5.00,  Minimum charge ad $10.00, for 20 words
Ad deadline, noon Tuesday

File Photo
Twenty-five years ago  Mark Senborn (right), National President
of the furture Farmers of America, presented the American
Farmer Degree to Phil Benson of Winters. The American
Farmer Degree is the highest degree of membership in FFA. It
was presented to 789 FFAmembers during their 52nd National
Convention held in Kansas City, Missouri, November 7-9, 1979.

William Clyde Alexander passed away on Nov. 4,
2004. He was born in San Jose on Feb. 22, 1922 to
Clyde and Ellse Alexander, where he lived with
his family until 1965, when they moved to Winters.

Mr. Alexander was a prominent Catholic, as well
as an active Knight of Malta and past president of
Serra International. He was also a member of the
Society of California Pioneers.

In San Jose his occupation was building and de-
signing custom homes, subdividing Western Gar-
dens in the Willow Glen area, and, with his friend
Robert Dodge, in the exclusive Linden Oaks subdi-
vision. At his ranch in Winters, Mr. Alexander
grew and packed cherries, apricots, peaches and
prunes. He was a board member of the California
Apricot Producers and a long-time member of
Blue Anchor and Sunsweet. A pioneer in the dried
fruit industry, many of his innovations have been
adopted industry-wide. He was also the first to
sun-dry tomatoes in California on a commercial
basis.

In 2001, he sold the ranch property in Winters
and moved to Carmel Valley with Catherine, his
wife of 59 years. His sister, Patricia, also lives
there. 

Bill loved to have large family dinners, especial-
ly at the ranch, with a roaring fire going in the fire-
place. He was a great Cal fan, especially of the foot-
ball program, and his family and friends are sorry
he didn’t get to enjoy this Cal season.

He attended Bellarmine College Prep, Universi-
ty of Santa Clara, and studied in the Architectural
School at the University of California at Berkeley.
He also served in the Marine Corps during World
War II.

Mr. Alexander is survived by his five children,
Leslie and her husband, Stan, Lindsey and her
husband, Steven, Lorie and her husband, Michael,
Matthew and his wife, Penelope, and Lisa and her
husband, Howard. He is also survived by nine
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Memorial services will be held on Monday, Nov.
22, at 11 a.m. at the Carmel Mission. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to Bel-
larmine College Prep or Santa Clara University, in
his name.

Funeral arrangements are being handled by
Davis Memorial Chapel, 609 Main Street, Wat-
sonville, CA 95076.

William Clyde Alexander

November 20, 1969
Yolo County Counsel
Charles R. Mack, in a writ-
ten five-page opinion to
the Winters Joint Unified
School District Board of
trustees, said this week
that teachers had the right
to wear armbands.

In a special meeting
held in the high school li-
brary Monday afternoon,
the Winters School Board
adopted a policy on citizen
participation at board
meetings. Among the
rules, a time limit of five
minutes per speaker, un-
less waived by a majority
of the board members pre-
sent.

Bids were opened yes-
terday in the Marysville
office of the Division of
Highways for the place-
ment of reflective markers
on Highway 128 from Win-
ters to Monticello Dam,
and interstate 505 from
Putah Creek to the junc-
tion of interstate 5 near
Dunnigan.

A. G. Anderson, manager
of the Winters branch,
Bank of America, an-
nounced this week that
$30,982.00 was being dis-
tributed in B of A Christ-
mas Club checks.

Invitations have been re-
cieved for a miscellaneous
shower to be given Novem-
ber 29 for Miss Mary Chap-
man who will wed Charles
Gordon of Capay on Satur-
day, December 27.

Coach Mike Golomb’s
Winters High School War-
riors will open the base-
ball season Tuesday night
at Galt. The local squad in-
cludes veterans David
Carrion, Bill Harrington,
Greg Little, James Morri-
son, and David Villalobos,
plus new comers Larry
Fisher, John Martinez,
Rich Soto, Ralph Cuberos,
Jody Ogando and Jon
Pleasants.

PFC Thomas Devlin ar-
rived last week from Fort
Lee, Virginia, tp spend the
remainder of the 15-day
leave here with his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul De-
vlin. His next assignment
is Fort Meade, Maryland.

November 17, 1939
Enjoying a week’s honey-
moon outing in parts undi-
vulged are the newlyy-
weds, Mr. and Mrs. George
Chapman, whose marriage
occured Saturday in Reno.
Mrs. Chapman, formerly,
Margaret Scott, is the
younger daughter of the
late Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Scott. Chapman is the el-
der son of Mr. and Mrs G.
M. Chapman.

The Methodist young peo-
ple gave a shower party Fri-
day night at the A. L. Martin
home honoring Misses Dor-
thy, Ruth and Juanita Stone
who recently lost their home
and all thier possesions by
fire.

At a meeting Friday in
Sacramento of the Almond
Growers Association, H. C.
McMahon of Yuba City was
reelected president, Charles
DuMars of Madison vice
president, and D. R. Bailey
secretary.

Winters High School’s
Warriors took over the S. C.
A. L. pennant in decisive
style last Friday on the local
football field by trouncing
the contending Rio Vista
team to the tune of 26-0.

Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Young
were dinner guests Mon-
day evening with Mr. and
Mrs. W. B. Young, the occa-
sion, Bob’s birthday. 

Miss Jean Wehrman,
student nurse at San Fran-
cisco hospital, was a week-
end guest with her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. L. J.
Wehrman.

Norman Dalgaard of
Meridian visited last
weekend with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Max Dal-
gaard.

November 18, 1904
Carpenters began yester-

day laying a floor in the
opera house. They promise
to have it finished in time
for the Forrester’s ball.

In conection with its
regular November thanks
offering meeting last Tues-
day, the Woman’s Mission-
ary Society of the Presby-
terian church tendered a
reception to its return
president. Mrs. J. A. Hen-
derson, at the home of Mrs.
Neil A. McArthur.

Sheriff Griffin states
that he ordered the gam-
bling games closed in
Washington on November
15, with the exception of
bookmaking.

The following persons
have been appointed as a
commitee of arrangements
for the Farmer’s Institute
for the year 1905: Wm.
Brink, A. P. Pleasants, A. A.
Graham, Mrs. A. C. Sullivan
and Mrs. Z. T. Magill.

Mary Edith, infant
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.
W. Sparks departed this
life Monday, the 14th.

The W. C. T. U. had its first
meeting after the summer va-
cation Thursday at the resi-
dence of Mrs. E. K. Caldwell,
Mrs. E. A. Martin, president,
presiding.

Mrs. E. J. Clark has
bought the old Mary A.
Morris (deceased) place at
the corner of Railroad and
Grant Avenues. She
bought the property very
cheap, though it is a choice
location.

Mrs. E. B. Rhodes has re-
turned from San Francisco
where she finished a course
in the McDowell dress-mak-
ing and millinery school.

Milton Carpenter

Mortuary • Cremation • Monuments
Pre-Arrangement Planning
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Funeral Home

Oct. 29
~  Juan Navarette Blan-

co, 40, of Winters was
backing his vehicle out of
a parking space in the
parking lot of 116 East
Baker Street, and collided
with a vehicle driven by
Michelle Lewis, 35, of Win-
ters.

Oct. 29-31
~  On the 800 block of

Grant Avenue, a vehicle
was vandalized.

Oct. 29-Nov. 1
~  On the 100 block of

Grant Avenue, a storage
shed was forcibly entered.  

Oct. 30
~  Paige Elise Raymond,

43, of Napa was traveling
eastbound on Grant Av-
enue and stopped for
pedestrians at the inter-
section of Grant Avenue
and Third Street. Harvey
Lee Wood, 67, of Vacaville
stopped directly behind
Raymond’s vehicle.
Daniel Wynn Bayona, 22,
of Winters was also travel-
ing eastbound on Grant
Avenue and collided into
the rear of Wood’s vehicle.
The impact pushed Wood’s
vehicle into the rear of
Raymond’s vehicle.

Oct. 30-31
~  On the 700 block of

Hemenway Street,  a resi-
dence was vandalized.

Oct. 30-Nov.1
~  On the 400 block of

Russell Street, a vehicle
was vandalized.

Nov. 2
~  On the 100 block of

Grant Avenue, a vehicle
was vandalized.

~  On the 200 block of
First Street, an officer re-
sponded to an audible
alarm at a business. The
building was found se-
cure.

No.v 2-3
~  On the 300 block of

Rosa Avenue, property
was stolen from a vehicle.

Nov. 3
~  On the 400 block of Cot-

tage Circle, a residence
was vandalized.

~  Derek H. Sanders, 18,
of Vacaville was issued a
notice to appear for dri-
ving with a suspended/re-
voked driver’s license and
failing to provide a vehi-
cle registration card.

Nov. 4
~  On the 100 block of

Main Street, a suspect
used offensive words in-
side a business.

Nov. 4-5
~  On the 400 block of Cot-

tage Circle, a residence
was vandalized. 

Nov. 5
~  On the 1000 block of

Roosevelt Avenue, a bicy-
cle was stolen. Loss: $150.

Nov. 6
~  Luis Alfonso Garcia,

24, of Sacramento surren-
dered himself on an out-
standing Winters Police
Department bench war-
rant charging him with vi-
olation of probation on
previous charges of dri-
ving under the influence, 

Lake Berryessa down .05 of a foot

The level of Lake
Berryessa dropped by .05
of a foot during the past
week with a reduction in
storage of 899 acre feet of
water, according to Ken
Emigh of the Solano Irri-
gation District.

He reported Tuesday
morning that the lake was
426.85 feet above sea level
with storage computed at

1,356,947 acre feet of wa-
ter.

The SID is diverting 35
second feet of water into
the Putah South Canal and
25 second feet is flowing in
Putah Creek at the Diver-
sion Dam. Evaporation on
Lake Berryessa averaged
48 acre feet of water per
day during the week.

See POLICE  on page A-12

November 18, 1954
One passenger suffered a
fractured colar-bone and
several others were shak-
en up when a 300-pound
boulder fell off a cliff and
struck a Monticello Stage
Lines bus early Monday
morning on the new road-
around the Monticello
Dam.

Elmer Fischer has been
named by the Winters
Grammar School Board of
Trustees as the driver of
the school bus, expected
to be put in operation
some time next month.

Mrs. Louis Johnson, of
Canada, visited the print
shop Tuesday. She is an
“old timer” and felt right at
home, having set type by
hand for F. Owen and F. C.
Hemenway, fromer owners.

Members of the Friend-
ship Circle of the First
Christian Church met
Monday evening at the
home of Mrs. Gilbert A.
Crowder, with Mrs. Evertt
Sidwell, president, in the
chair.

Mrs. Roy Orr will act as
general chairman of the
bazaar being planned by
the Winters Fortnightly
Club this Saturday.

Dr. E. A. Baker of Orin-
da visited briefly Sunday
with his mother, Mrs. E. E.
Baker.

Mrs. Elwin Martin enter-
tained 28 members of the fel-
lowship Guild of the Pesby-
terian Church at her home
Tuesday evening. She was
assisted in her hostess du-
ties by Mrs. Robert Lisowski,
Mrs. Lois Shimomura and
Mrs. Abe Anderson.

Rev. E. E. Zimmerman
attended the Pacific Coast
Conference of the Interna-
tional Union of Gospel
Missions Friday and Sat-
urday in Sacramento.

Members of the Yoslano
Chapter Order of the East-
ern Star, will be treated to
a festive turkey dinner
Friday evening honoring
new members and offi-
cers. Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Hoskins and Mr. and Mrs.
Gil Crowder are in charge
of the dinner.

Winters weekly fire report
Nov. 1

~  8:10 a.m., medical aid,
E. Main Street at Grant Av-
enue; false alarm.

~  9:34 a.m., medical aid,
100 block of Orchard Lane;
flu-like symptoms.

Nov. 2
~  2:29 a.m., structure

fire, East Main Street at
East Baker Street. 

~  12:36 p.m., vehicle ac-
cident, Interstate 505 at
County Road 31; rear-end
collision with injuries.

~  12:52 p.m., mutual aid
to Solano County, Inter-
state 505 at Putah Creek;
false alarm.

~ 8:27 p.m., medical aid,
400 block of Russell

Street; fall victim, non-in-
jury.

Nov. 4
~  9:48 p.m., mutual aid to

Solano County, Pleasants
Valley Road at Putah
Creek Road; vehicle into a
tree, with injuries and en-
trapment. 

Nov. 5
~  5:04 a.m., mutual aid to

Solano County, 9000 block
of Gaddini Road; person
with difficulty breathing.

~  1:11 p.m., investiga-
tion, 30000 block of Positas
Road; batteries venting
from a solar system.

Robert C. Coombs
Robert C. Coombs passed away peacefully on

Nov. 7, 2004. Graveside services were planned for
Wednesday, Nov. 10, at 2 p.m. at the Winters Ceme-
tery.

Winters weekly police report

See FIRE on page A-12
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FFA
Continued from page A-1
tition, which has obvious-
ly had an impact on each
of them. Although still
only high school students,
these four serious, articu-
late individuals come
across as young adults.
How could all this come
from looking at livestock
and picking the best one?
Kent Benson explains that
there’s much more to FFA
livestock judging than one
might think. 

Through working with
and judging livestock,
Benson says FFA judges
learn practical life skills,
like a strong work ethic,
motivation, dedication,
critical thinking, commu-
nication skills and the
ability to analyze a situa-
tion and project how it
will impact future results.
For example, based on the
FFA judge’s knowledge of
genetics and breeding,
combined with the ap-
pearance of an animal in
the judging ring, the stu-
dent may be asked to ex-
plain what sort of off-
spring might be produced
from this animal. 

Benson points out that
the ability to analyze data
and make decisions based
on probable financial out-
comes is a skill that trans-
fers to almost every type
of business. And, he em-
phasizes, colleges and
universities know what is
expected of FFA livestock
judges and they seek these
students out to attend
their schools. In fact,
Texas A&M has already of-
fered full-ride scholar-
ships to the Winters team,
as has another college in
Wyoming.

Dedication was a key
factor in becoming the
best judging team in the
country. Benson says the
students focused on the
prize, almost to the exclu-
sion of everything else.
They began studying for
the written exam portion
of the competition at the
beginning of the school
year, which required
knowledge on a range of
topics such as animal ge-
netics, reproduction,
management, diseases
and breed origins. They
also practiced their pub-
lic speaking skills exten-
sively, because in addi-

tion to ranking the ani-
mals they judge, they must
give oral presentations on
the reasoning behind
their decisions. Then
there’s the judging itself,
which requires on-the-
spot critical thinking and
decision-making under
pressure for several hours
at a stretch during the
judging competitions.

With an exhaustive
amount of material to
learn and public speaking
skills that must be top-
notch, the team doubled
up on class time three
times a week at school to
study and practice, and
also met regularly in the
evenings and on week-
ends. They also spent
much of their free time
traveling all over Califor-
nia to learn about differ-
ent livestock firsthand.
According to Benson, they
each had to dedicate
themselves completely to
the national competition,
foregoing social activities
and athletics to stay fo-
cused on their goal.

It was the latter that was
difficult for Beckett and
Brenden Benson, both
outstanding athletes on
the varsity football team.
When the time drew near
for the national competi-
tion, more time was re-
quired to prepare and this
encroached on football
practices and games. The
amount of time necessary
for FFA was unacceptable
to the Winters High
School football coaches,
and the students were told
they had to choose: FFA or
football. It wasn’t an easy
decision.

“It was the most stress-
ful period of my life,” says
Benson. “I’ve played foot-
ball for seven years, and I
was the quarterback.
Football is my favorite
sport. That’s what made it
even harder.”

However, when they
weighed the benefits be-
tween FFA and football,
FFA had the clear advan-
tage.

“The rewards are so
much bigger than any-
thing from high school
sports,” says Beckett,
pointing out that a nation-
al championship is a much
larger achievement than
being on a team that wins
a local league. And the re-
wards are much larger as
well. A national champi-

onship offered the possi-
bility of full-ride scholar-
ships — something unlike-
ly to happen in high school
football.

In the end, winning the
national title took the
sting out of giving up foot-
ball this year. Both say if
faced with the same
choice again, they’d do the
same.

“I wouldn’t change any-
thing we did. I made the
right decision,” says Ben-
son. “Even if we came in
second or fortieth, this
would have benefited us
more than a year of
sports.”

Kent Benson admits that
the decision to give up
sports for FFA may have
been the factor that al-
lowed the team to turn
their concentration com-
pletely to their goals.
There were no other dis-
tractions.

“They could focus on a
goal and achieve it, and
they learned that if you fo-
cus 110 percent, you can
achieve a goal,” says Ben-
son, adding that with all
the emphasis on sports,
the benefits of other activ-
ities are often overlooked.

“Sports, for some kids,
are very important to per-
sonal development, but
there’s always such an em-
phasis on sports that peo-
ple don’t see the value in
other activities,” says Ben-
son. “Sports are such a
deep tradition here and in
society that some people
don’t see outside it.”

As for Hayes and
Thorne, they didn’t face
the difficult decision that
Beckett and Brenden Ben-
son did, but that doesn’t
diminish the effort they
put into their achieve-
ment, nor the experiences
and benefits they received
from competing and win-
ning. Hayes points out that
at the national level, the
Winters team competed
with the best of the best.
Having won the state FFA
livestock judging team
competition last spring,
the Winters team faced the
state championships from
43 other states in
Louisville.

“You’re going through

the contest with all the
other state champi-
onships,” says Hayes. “It’s
a cool feeling.”

Thorne echoes his senti-
ments.

“After we worked so
hard studying, and com-
peting with the best of the
best, and coming out on
top — it’s great,” says
Thorne. “It will help us
out in the future and lead
to more success down the
road.”

While putting every-
thing they’ve spent all

these months practicing
into use at a national com-
petition was thrilling all
on its own, actually win-
ning the competition was
the biggest thrill of all.

“To hear your team
called as the winning
team was pretty amazing,”
says Beckett.

“It didn’t sink in until
we went across the stage
in front of 52,000 people,”
adds Thorne.

“Words can’t really ex-
press it,” says Benson.
“After all the sacrifices,

all the hard work and ded-
ication, it feels so good to
have it finally pay off and
to be as successful as we
were.”

Standing in the wings of
all this glory was alter-
nate team member John
Avellar, who traveled with
the team to Louisville,
ready to step in at any mo-
ment if someone became
ill. Like the other team
members, Avellar had to
study and practice, but

See FFA on page A-6



Four more years. Let the apocalypse begin.
Those of you celebrating Bush’s victory, eager to

get back to bombing those ragheads to
smithereens, hollering “Don’t mess with Texas”
and sucking up gasoline in your Hummers and
your SUVs, just move on to the next article. Ditto
for all you homophobic lemmings who think God
is a Republican. Don’t even read this column.
There’s nothing for you here. I don’t even want
you in my space today. You’re uninvited. This col-
umn is for the rest of us.

Bitter? Hell, yes. The direction in which this
country is going, from the yawning national
deficit to crumbling international relations to a
bottomless pit of a war to the bleeding away of
middle class jobs to foreign soil, thoroughly sick-
ens me. Which direction are we going? Is the
handbasket a clue? 

The Daily Mirror nailed it with their Nov. 4
headline: “How can 59,054,087 people be so
DUMB?” Excellent question. Wish I had an an-
swer.

The worst part of this whole election nightmare
is that at some point, the Bush Administration
will attempt to snatch my children (and yours) to
keep feeding the war machine. Although Bush de-
clared he would not reinstate the draft during his
campaign, I don’t believe it for a moment. Our
troops are stretched dangerously thin and re-
servists are having their tours of duty extended.
The need to vastly increase the numbers of bodies
to absorb shrapnel in Iraq is inevitable. I don’t
care what Son of Read My Lips said during the
campaign, the draft is just beyond the horizon,
and inching closer.

So, if you voted for Bush and you’re still reading
this column despite my warning to move on, don’t
even whimper when you’re standing by that
graveside, burying your son or daughter, or grand-
son or granddaughter. You’re an accomplice to his
or her murder. Just don’t forget to pat your
taxbreak-fattened wallet and holler “Don’t mess
with Texas” when they lower the coffin. And be
sure to remind yourself that, Praise the Lord, a
dead child is not nearly as horrible as two guys
getting married. That should take the sting out of
it. Particularly when you’re boxing up those baby
blankets and Little League trophies for the last
time.

Beyond the unfathomable collective stupidity
of 51 percent of our population, what sickens me
most about the results of this election is what it
means to our children. All the mistakes, debts
and sacrifices of this administration will be cor-
rected, repaid and given by our children and our
grandchildren. Maybe even our great-grandchil-
dren. We aren’t leaving this country or this world
in a better state than how we found it. Back in col-
lege, in my comparative psychology class, we
learned that a species that does not provide for
the survival of its offspring is a species destined
for extinction. Move over, carrier pigeons and
saber-toothed tigers — you need to make room for
the humans.

So, what do we do in the meantime? How does
the 49 percent of the population that’s wringing
its hands in disgust and despair cope? Good ques-
tion. A friend forwarded me a Garrison Keillor
piece, in which he talked about getting back to
normal in this post-election world and enjoying
the small things in life again. Although it was
heartwarming, it’s unrealistic. Enjoying warm
bowls of oatmeal and taking long strolls in the
woods won’t distract me from worrying about my
children’s fate.

What’s the answer? I’m not really sure. For
starters, this government should put its money
where its mouth is when it comes to the military.
If we’re going to be a country perpetually at war,
then we need to transform military service into a
viable career. The military is the ultimate police
force, and anyone who chooses that line of work
should have the best in salary, benefits and re-
tirement, at least equal to a police officer’s.
Maybe if the government made military careers
more financially attractive, more people would
pursue them voluntarily.

Will it happen? Not without reversing Bush’s
beloved tax breaks. On the other hand, we’re al-
ready $7.4 trillion in debt. We’ll never be able to
pay that back anyway, so what the heck, let’s just
double what we already can’t repay and give bet-
ter salaries and benefits to soldiers. Will that at-
tract new recruits? Possibly, when they discover
that most of the careers they wanted have been
outsourced and their options are dissolving. But
don’t count on it.

When they reinstate that draft, remember, you
read it here first. If only there was a way to draft
all the children and grandchildren of Republi-
cans first. Starting with Barbara and Jenna.

POPPIES EVERYWHERE. With Veteran’s
Day approaching, you might encounter
someone handing out red cloth “Buddy Pop-

pies.” Collecting donations for the poppies is a
major fund-raiser for Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) and if you’re lucky enough to encounter a
veteran with a fist full of poppies, stop for a mo-
ment to say thank you and put something in the
donation can.

Several years ago I was invited to participate in
a fund-raiser at the Veteran’s Home in Yountville.
I’m not sure how long these Iron Warriors (that’s
what this group of motorcycle cops call them-
selves) have been putting on this event, but it is
one popular event. Bob Carrion was there the
first year I attended, along with scores of other
police officers from Northern California, most
wearing Viet Nam patches on their vests. This is-
n’t the youngest crowd you’ll see at motorcycle
rallies.

The grounds of the Veteran’s Home are exten-
sive with ball fields, a golf course and picnic area
surrounding multiple dormitories and other
large buildings. It’s the picnic area that fills up
with veterans and motorcycles each year. This is
the first time in four years that it didn’t rain on
the parade. With barbecued steak sandwiches,
salad, beans, cold beer flowing and the Beer
Dawgs playing great music, a good time was had
by all.

Last year the rain was really coming down and
there were probably 250 motorcycles in the park-
ing lot. This year the sun was coming out of the fog
and maybe 1500 bikes reflected the warmth ema-
nating from the crowd. Resident veterans, both
walking and riding in their motorized carts, min-
gle with leather clad supporters. It is the best $20
I spend all year.

The sponsors must have been expecting rain,
again, because by the time we reached the food
servers they were running out of steaks for the
sandwiches and beans. I watched as they were
breaking apart frozen hot dogs on the grill, but
the volunteers put the last steak on our bread and
started to squirm a little about what to tell the
people behind us.  We didn’t’ get beans, but as I
looked back, the hot dogs were coming along with
more beans. Everyone took the food shortage in
stride, and sat down to enjoy the sunshine and
talk to the old timers.

During this time of world turmoil, we should re-
member our troops and those that served before
them. The average age of a WWII veteran is over
80 and they are dying off at a rate of over 1,000 per
day. If you’re upset with the way our government
is being run or think everything is just peachy,
this Thursday, take a minute out of your day and
think positive thoughts about veterans.

For you that like to get something for nothing,
the annual merchant turkey give-a-way is on page
10 of today’s Express. Just clip the coupons and
drop them off at participating merchants. Good-
luck.

Have a good week.

LETTERS
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Policy for Letters to the Editor
The Winters Express en-

courages readers to submit
letters of general interest to
the Winters community. We
will accept letters of thanks
naming individuals and lo-
cal Winters businesses.

The deadline for Letters to
the Editor is noon. on Mon-
days for publication that
week. 

Letters may be mailed or
hand-delivered to The Win-
ters Express, 312 Railroad
Avenue, Winters, CA 95694.

We will also accept letters
by e-mail. Our e-mail ad-
dress is news@wintersex-
presscom

Letters should not exceed
500 words. Do not use all cap-
ital letters.

We reserve the right to edit
or reject any letter.

Letters must be legibly
signed by the writer. Howev-
er, we may withhold writers’
names from publication if
there is a legitimate reason,
such as fear of reprisal.

Needy families need help
Dear Editor,

Winters, we need your
help.

With the celebration of
the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ fast approaching,
the local churches have
banded together to pre-
pare and give away Christ-
mas Baskets to needy fam-
ilies in town. 

Since it’s better to give
than receive, would you
consider helping us show
what Christmas is all
about? Search your hearts
and see what our Lord Je-
sus Christ leads you to give
and help make this Christ-

mas a joyous one for those
in need.

Please make your check
out to Winters Ministerial
Association and mail it to
either First Northern
Bank, 48 Main Street, Win-
ters, or First Baptist
Church, 512 First Street,
Winters. We are also col-
lecting inexpensive toys
($5 or less) for deserving
children. Toys may be
dropped off at City Hall. If
you can’t get to City Hall,
give me a call, 795-2034.

Thanks and God bless
you.

JIM HYER

Need more factories in town
Dear Editor,

Am I the only one who is
daring to write my opinion
about missing jobs in Win-
ters?

Maybe not, because
most of the people in Win-
ters are looking for a job.
Almost 50 percent or more
people who live in Winters
have a job. But what hap-
pens with the other 50 per-
cent of the people who
don’t have a job?

I know that Winters is a
small town and there are
not enough places where
these people could find a
job. For people who have a
job, they think it is too easy
to find a job, but it isn’t.

As I was saying before,
Winters is a small town
and obviously it is not the
only place where people
can find a job. I know that
this makes people go out

of town to find more work-
places. But this point
about jobs, like in a facto-
ry, the person applied for
work and sometimes it oc-
curs that there are not
enough places or maybe
they can work but the
agency says just for only a
short-period. This makes
people feel bad, but also
they think that is fine, they
can get money for their
families. 

The suggestion that I can
think of is to make more
factory buildings and give
the workers in Winters
more time necessary so
they can earn money for
themselves and their fam-
ilies. That’s my opinion of
jobs in Winters.

JOSE MANUEL
RAMIREZ

Winters High School
student

Movie night is wonderful event
Dear Editor,

I wanted to write a let-
ter. We do not live in this
town, we live in Sacramen-
to. Last Thursday evening
we drove over to your city
to visit The Palms. Upon
arrival we noticed that
there was something going
on at the Gazebo, down the
street. 

We walked over and
found that a movie was be-
ing shown, as the people
there came right over and
started talking to us, ex-
plaining that they were
the Winters Community
Church and this was going
on every Thursday night.

They offered us free pop-
corn, and hot chocolate,
water and candy.

As we walked away, we
felt so welcomed and real-
ized that this was a won-
derful thing to have hap-
pen for just us visiting.

I sincerely hope that the
people of Winters realize
what a wonderful commu-
nity they live in and we are
planning on coming back
on some Thursdays to par-
ticipate in Movie Night.

God bless this church for
having such a wonderful
event for the community.

THE LARSONS (BOB
and LINDA)

“It does me no injury for my neighbor to
say there are 20 gods or no God. It neither

picks my pocket nor breaks my leg.”
~ Thomas Jefferson

Tell them what you think
FEDERAL

President George W. Bush, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C.,
20502, (202) 456-1111; fax, (202) 456-2451; email, pres-
ident @whitehouse.gov

Congressman Mike Thompson (1st District) 119
Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C.,
20515; (202) 225-3311; fax, (202) 225-4335; website,
ww.house.gov/mthompson; Yolo County district of-
fice, 712 Main Street, Suite 1, Woodland, CA, 95695;
662-5272; fax, 662-5163; website/email,
www.house.gov/mthompson

Senator Barbara Boxer, 112 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C., 20510. (202) 224-3553;
1700 Montgomery Street, Suite 240, San Francisco,
CA 94111, (415) 403-0100, fax, (415) 956-6701; e-
mail/website, www.boxer.senate.gov/contact/web-
form.cfm

Senator Dianne Feinstein, 331 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C., 20510. (202) 224-3841, fax,
(202) 228-3954; 1700 Montgomery Street, Suite 305, San
Francisco, CA 94111, (415) 393-0707; email/website,
www.feinstein.senate.gov/contact/webform.cfm

STATE
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, State Capi-

tol, Sacramento, CA 95814. (916) 445-2841. Fax, (916)
445-4633; email, governor@governor.ca.gov

Assemblywoman Lois Wolk, P.O. Box 942849,
State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 319-2008;
fax, (916) 319-2108; email,
assemblymember.wolk@assembly.ca.gov; district
office — 555 Mason Street, Suite 275, Vacaville, CA
95688; (707) 455-8025; fax, (707) 455-0490.

Senator Michael Machado, Room 3086, State
Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 445-2407; fax,
(916) 323-2304; district office — 1020 N Street, Room
506, Sacramento, CA 95814, (916) 323-4306; email,
senator.machado@sen.ca.gov

CITY
Winters City Council, Mayor Dan Martinez;

council members, Harold Anderson, Robert Chap-
man, Woody Fridae and Tom McMasters-Stone; City
Hall, 318 First St., Winters, CA 95694.
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FFA
Continued from page A-3

when the big moment
came, his services were
not needed. Still, he was
right up there with them
in spirit.

Not being able to com-
pete was “disappointing,”
he admits, adding, “but
I’m ecstatic for these guys,
and that’s all that matters
— that they won.”

Avellar says seeing his
team win gave him a sense
of pride not only for the
team, but for his school
and hometown as well. He
also respects Beckett and
Benson for the choice
they made.

“A lot of people didn’t
think little Winters could
win a national champi-
onship, and that quitting
football was silly. They
didn’t understand the
magnitude of the competi-
tion.”

“It’s much harder than
you think,” says Thorne,
pointing out that there are
nearly 1,000 FFA livestock
judging teams nationwide.

Benson also seeks to
dispel the notion that
FFA competition is some-
how easier than athletic
competition. Describing
the competitions as
“draining,” he says team
members often come away
with headaches from the
stress.

“In football, you get
physically tired instead of
mental strain,” says
Benson — maybe because
of the pressure not to
make a mistake.

“In football, there’s
always another play,” says
Thorne, who played foot-
ball with the Winters

Junior Warriors. “In judg-
ing, there’s little room for
error. Every decision is
critical to how your team
will place.”

Obviously, with this
national title under their
belts, “error” was not a
factor in the Winters
team’s performance. Now

their sites are set on the
world title, but before
that can happen, there’s
the issue of getting there.
The cost for each team
member will be about
$4,000. That’s a lot of fund-
raising, and the team
admits that it’s going to
take more than the usual

local bake sales and
spaghetti feeds to raise it.
However, since they are
now representing the
whole country, they’re
hoping a national corpo-
ration will step up and
help bring the world
championship title to
home turf. 

Getting married? Just had a baby?
Announce it in the Express — it’s free!

Call 795-4551 for assistance
or more information
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Order by 11/22.
Pick up Wednesday 11/24

Open until 3:30 pm

Thanksgiving pies
made from scratch!

• Lemon Meringue • Boysenberry • Pumpkin 
• Pecan • 3 Nut Cranberry • Dried Apricot 

• Apple  • Cream Pies
and many more!

Free Dozen Cookies w/each order!

Viking
Propane Inc.

“Where Service 
Always Comes First”

Call us for:
• Tank & Gas Line Installations

• Propane Appliance Installations & Conversions
• Weed Burners, Infrared Heaters, Mosquito Magnets

• We Stock Propane Water Heaters

Contact Us For More Information or 
For A FREE ESTIMATE

1-800-621-8221
Contractors License #827003

Fill your cylinders at Pisani’s Service
corner of Railroad & Grant

17834 Railroad Street • P.O. Box 70 • Madison, CA 95653
www.vikingpropane.com vikingpropane@sbcglobal.net

senior blue

SCHOOL
Continued from page A-1

certificate to John
Clayton Kinderschool
parent Veronica Lopez
recognizing her volunteer
work in support of staff
and students at the
school.

Personnel items
approved by the trustees
included hiring Deborah
Bradley, Adam Hancock
and Tracy Houk-Ishitoya
as temporary, part-time
home hospital employees
and  hiring Mat
Yamamoto as a long-term
math substitute teacher
at Winters High School.
Karen Inns, Dave
Paratore and Tecera

Philbrook received extra-
duty stipends for their
leadership team partici-
pation at Shirley
Rominger Intermediate
School.

Patrick VanDyke
received a stipend to coach
boys basketball at Winters
Middle School. Other clas-
sified employee actions
approved included
increasing hours for
Rosarie Espinosa-Cassidy,
Winters Preschool
teacher’s aide; and hiring
Winters High School work-
ability program students
Juvenal Martinez,
Stephanie Patton, and
Francisco Pruett.

Variable service agree-
ments for short-term serv-
ice providers were

approved for Maria
Bermudez, Francine
DeLaO and Rosie Lucero.
Kelly Ludwick, Susan
Melton-Piper and Marcus
Rodriguez were approved
as on-call certificated
substitute teachers;
Jennifer Pence as a clas-
sified employee substi-
tute; and Robyn Braun as
a teacher’s aide substi-
tute.

Trustees also approved
an English-language
learner programs coordi-
nator position descrip-
tion and a new part-time
bilingual aide position.
Next meeting

The next board meeting
will be 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 18, at Winters
High School, Room E-1. 

Person injured in solo vehicle
accident on Pleasants Valley Road

At approximately 9:30
p.m. on Nov. 4, a 2003
BMW driven by Manolote
L. Cruz, 47, of Vacaville,
was involved in a solo
vehicle injury collision.

The vehicle was north-
bound on Pleasants
Valley Road traveling at

an unknown speed. The
vehicle failed to negoti-
ate a curve in the road-
way just south of the
intersection of Putah
Creek Road. 

The vehicle skidded off
the roadway and collided
with a tree causing major

damage to the vehicle and
minor injuries to the driv-
er. Alcohol appears to be
a contributing factor in
the collision. 

The driver was taken to
U.C. Medical Center for
treatment.

Find us online: www.wintersexpress.com

Twins club
to meet

The Yolo Parents of
Twins Club’s parent sup-
port group will meet on
Sunday, Nov. 14, 2-4 p.m.,
at the Davis Library, 315
E. 14th Street in Davis, in
the Community Room.

Parents of twins are invit-
ed to come and celebrate
the joys and trials of rais-
ing twins and multiples.
The goal of Yolo Parents of
Twins Club is to provide
support and education for
people who are expecting
or already parenting twins
or higher order multiples. 

For more information,
email Kim Longworth,
kelongworth@inreach.com,
or contact Fran Leistikow at
frwany@hotmail.com or 753-
6934. These meetings are for
parents only, but twins 6
months of age or younger
may be brought.
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Wine, food and the arts — it was a festive weekend

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Andrea Barry (left) gets a taste of a Cleavage Creek vintage from vintner Ramona Sharpe
at the Rotary Wine and Food Jubilee, held on Friday, Nov. 5, at St. Anthony Parish Hall.

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Jimmu Freidman (left) and Debra Taylor admire a Rodrigo Duran sculpture, which was
auctioned off at the Revel in the Arts! fund-raiser on Saturday, Nov. 6.

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Rebecca Fridae and her father, Lee Gildart, sample some of Cody’s Swedish meatballs at
the Rotary Wine and Food Jubilee, held at St. Anthony Parish on Nov. 5.

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Auctioneer Jack Young encouraged the audience to bid
high and bid fast at the Revel in the Arts! auction, held at
The Palms on Saturday, Nov. 6.

The generosity
of the Winters

community raised
major funds for

local service and
arts programs at

both these events

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Lucy MacMahon tries a tempting treat at the annual Rotary
Wine and Food Jubilee, held at St. Anthony Parish on
Friday, Nov. 5.

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Paul Keyser admires one of the paintings offered in the
silent auction at the Revel in the Arts! fund-raiser, held at
The Palms on Saturday, Nov. 6. This event, which raises
funds for the Winters Participation Gallery and art
scholarships for Winters High School students.
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HOMEMADE
Thanksgiving Dinners

Pick up Thanksgiving Day by 1:00pm
Cooked in the morning and ready to eat

Turkey Dinner $55 • Ham Dinner $65
Includes stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, green bean

almondine, cranberries, bread and pie.

314 Railroad Ave.
Winters, CA  95694

530-795-2283
Fax 530-795-5937

Tri-Tip
Dinners

Also
Available

Photo by Dawn Van Dyke
Sherri Cole gets her massage table ready for a client. 

Massage therapist
opens office at Curves
By DAWN VAN DYKE
Express city editor

Looking for a way to
relax and unwind?
Sherri Cole has a sug-
gestion, come into
Curves for a Swedish
massage. Cole, a certi-
fied massage therapist,
opened her office in the
Curves building, locat-
ed at 115 Main Street, on
Monday, Nov. 8. 

Stressed out after a dif-
ficult separation and a
tough job as an accoun-
tant, someone suggested to
Cole a couple of years ago
that she go to a spa and
have a massage. 

“I was like, ‘Oh, I can
do this. I like this. This
is very therapeutic,’”
she says with a laugh.

So, she decided to at-
tend LifeStream Mas-
sage School in Napa.
There she learned
Swedish massage, as
well as a technique de-
veloped by LifeStream
school. She became cer-
tified in February and up
until now has worked as
a massage therapist in a
chiropractor’s office. A
friend suggested she ap-
proach Jennifer Spears,
who owns Curves, which
turned out to be just the
right location. Cole has
gotten positive feedback
from the women who go
there to exercise, saying
they are enthusiastic
about the idea of being
able to get a massage in

Winters. She believes
Curves is a perfect fit for
her as she embarks on
her new career.

“I wanted something
low-key and not a spa
setting,” she says.

She enjoys the change,
though, saying she has
good hours, is helping peo-
ple, “and it’s therapeutic
for me, too.”

Curves members re-
ceive a slight discount,
but anyone who is inter-
ested in having a mas-
sage is welcome. Cus-
tomers who come in for
a massage are first
asked to fill out a ques-
tionnaire.

“I need to have some
insight,” says Cole, who
wants to know in ad-
vance if her clients
have problem areas or
pain before starting the
massage. 

A one-half hour massage
costs $30 for Curves mem-
bers, $40 for non-mem-
bers. A one-hour massage
costs $50 for Curves mem-
bers, $60 for non-mem-
bers. An hour and a half
massage costs $65 for
Curves members, $75 for
non-members.

Cole is open the same
as Curves: Monday-Fri-
day from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and from 3-7:30 p.m. and
Saturday from 8 a.m. to
noon. 

For information and
an appointment, call
795-3607.

Photo by Debra Lo Guercio
Dan Maguire (left), executive director of the Winters
Chamber of Commerce, welcomes Jennifer Write, new
owner of JJ’s Saloon, into the Winters business com-
munity. Write took over the Wild Ox Saloon in July, re-
modeled the interior, and reopened the business as
JJ’s Saloon. JJ’s Saloon is located at 318 Railroad Av-
enue, and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. The
phone number is 795-4640.

Welcome neighbor

City council
meets Tuesday

The Winters City
Council will meet on
Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 7:30
p.m. in the council
chambers at City Hall.
The following items are
on the agenda:

~  Public hearing regard-
ing a Housing Element up-
date and a General Plan
amendment.

~  Consolidation/resched-
uling of December city
council meeting to Dec. 14. 

Acting as the Redevelop-
ment Agency, the council
will address these items:

~  Request for proposal
for the Downtown Master
Plan.

~  Request for proposal
for the water tower mural.

~  Request for proposal
for an acquisition agent.

~  Request for proposal
for a City Hall remodel.

~  Winters holiday open
house and “Shop Win-
ters.”

Winters City Council
meetings are open to the
public. The council cham-
bers are handicapped ac-
cessible.

Thursday, Nov. 11, is Veteran’s Day.
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STATE THEATRE
★ ★ NEW DOLBY DIGITAL SURROUND EX SOUND ★ ★

COMING “ALEXANDER” & “BLADE TRINITY”

THE INCREDIBLES PG  DOLBY STEREO

FRI-SAT: 1:30 4:30 7:20 9:45
SUN: 1:30 4:30 7:20 • MON-THURS: 4:30 7:20

THE POLAR EXPRESS G  DOLBY DIGITAL EX
FRI-SAT: 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:30

SUN: 1:00 4:00 7:00 • MON-THURS: 4:00 7:00

MOTORCYCLE DIARIES R  DOLBY STEREO

FRI-SAT: 12:45 7:15 9:40 
SUN: 12:45 7:15 • MON-TUES: 7:15

666-3444322 Main St.
Woodland

For November 12th thru November 18th only!

RAY PG13  DOLBY STEREO

DAILY: 4:00

Davis St. exit & 1-80, Vacaville 469-0180
Schedule for FRI-MON ★ =No passes/coupons

All THX Digital Sound
All Stadium Seating

Daily Bargain All Shows Before 6pm
brendentheatres.com
FANDANGO.COM

Schedule for FRI -SUN    ★ =No passes/coupons
469-0180

BRENDEN PRIZE WHEEL
Every Sat & Sun 4-6 PM

“EVERY SPINS A WIN” (while supplies last)

CULT CLASSICS SERIES
$6.00/each ticket, includes 32 oz popcorn

Fri 11/12  & Sat 11/13 at 11pm
“ROCKY” Tickets NOW on SALE!

NOV.1st TO DEC. 15th
DONATE  a canned good & receive FREE courtesy popcorn.

AFTER THE SUNSET (PG13)★ 1115 1210 140
245 410 510 630 740 850 1005

SEED OF CHUCKY (R)★ 1230 240 450 700
 810 920 1020

THE POLAR EXPRESS (G)★ 1050 1120 1200
1240 130 210 250 330 420 500 540 620

710 910 950
THE INCREDIBLES (PG)★ 1100 1140 1220
100 150 230 310 350 440 520 555 640 730

800 850 930 1010
ALFIE (R)★ 1215 235 455 720 940
RAY (PG13) 1235 345 550 650 900 1000
SAW (R) 1245 305 530 750 1015
THE GRUDGE (PG13) 1225 255 525 745 955
SHALL WE DANCE? (PG13) 725 945
SHARK TALE (PG) 1110 120 340

Win a VIP Hollywood Studio Tour!
Come see “Polar Express” Nov. 10th-30th at any
CA Brenden Theatres & enter to WIN! Trip incudes

Airfare, Hotel & accomodations for two!
We’ll See you at the Movies!!

Entertainment
Winters (CA) Express, Thursday,November 11, 2004 — A-11

Coming up
Thursday, Nov. 11 Liz Carroll and John Doyle

Friday, Nov. 12 Tom Rigney & Flambeau
Saturday, Nov. 13 Roy Rogers

Wednesday, Nov. 17 Hot Club of Cowtown
Thursday, Nov. 18 Washboard Wizzard

Napa

Artesa Winery
1345 Henry Rd., Napa,

near Hwy 121

707.224.1668
www.artesawinery.com

Best of Napa &
Sonoma Valleys

Voted “Best Place
to Taste Wine” & “Best View”

Come and enjoy our panoramic view.
Open from 10am to 5pm daily with free
tours at 11am & 2pm. Bring this ad for

a complimentary tasting.

Solano

Ledgewood Creek
Winery

4589 Abernathy Rd.,
Suisun, CA 94534

707.426.4424
www.ledgewoodcreek.com

email: info@ledgewoodcreek.com

We invite you to visit us in our new tasting
room nestled along side the vineyards, creek

and rolling hills of Suisun Valley. Our award
winning wines are sure to please your palate.
We are located just a mile off of Interstate
80 at 4589 Abernathy Road. Come and learn

more about Ledgewood Creek
and our wines. Our new tasting room is open

Tuesday - Sunday, 11 am - 5 pm or by
appointment.  Families welcome.

Volkhardt Estate
Winery

1635 Mason Road,
Green Valley

707.864.1107
or 707.864.2089

 Free Tastings, Picnic areas and
observation deck overlooking vineyards.
Pouring 1999 Estate bottled Syrah and
1999 Estate bottled Cabernet Sauvignon.

Located 2 miles up Green Valley Road from
the Price Club. Left turn on Mason Rd.

Follow Mason Rd to the end.

Open Sat & Sun 11-5pm
or by appointment

Calaveras

Ironstone
Vineyards

1894 Six Mile Road,
Murphys, CA 95247

209.728.1251

website:www.ironstonevineyards.com
email: info@ironstone vineyards.com

Calendar of Events
Nov 12- Silent Movie Night -

A Potpourri of Silent Comedies
Nov 20- Festival of Trees Black Tie Gala
Nov 21- 7th Annual Teddy Bear Tea
Nov 22- 27- Free Public Viewing of the Trees
Nov 26- Dinner Theatre with Joni Morris
Nov 27- Dinner Theatre with Joni Morris
Dec 4- Ironstone’s Parking Lot Sale
Dec 4- Ironstone Vineyards Jewelry Shoppe &

Museums 8th Anniversary Celebration
Dec 5- Copy of Ironstone Vineyards Jewelry

Shoppe & Museum’s 8th Anniversary
Celebration

Dec 5- Christmas Brunch & Silent Movie
Dec 10 & 17- Take Your Company to A Holiday

Luncheon
Dec 19- Sounds of the Season Family Christmas
Dec 31- New Years Eve Celebration
For more information on these events call or visit
our website.

Lodi

Peírano Estate
Vineyards

21831 North Highway 99,
Acampo, CA 95220
209.369.9463

www.peirano.com
email: info@peirano.com

Tasting Room Hours:
Wednesday - Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 4:30,
and by appointment. Sample award-

winning wines in the heart of the Lodi
Appellation. Our vineyards, established in
1895, are still family owned and farmed.

“WINNER” Andrew Sharp Award of
Excellence.

Woodbridge
Winery

by Robert Mondavi

5950 E. Woodbridge Rd.,
Acampo, CA 95220

209.365.2839

www.woodbridgewines.com
Complimentary & Reserve Wine Tastings.

Public Tours: 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
or by appt. Open 7 Days A Week

10:30 am to 4:30 pm.
Visit www.lodiwines.com for special

event calendar and area map.

Wine Tasting,
Tours and Event

Calendar

To Advertise Your
Tasting Room, Tour,
or Event, Please Call

707.427.6949

Final ‘Oz’ preparations underway
By GERMAINE HUPE
Special to the Express

The cast and crew of the
Winters Theatre Compa-
ny’s production of “The
Wizard of Oz” have been
very busy with final prepa-
rations for their opening
night, Nov. 19. Actors and
dancers are rehearsing
their numbers, the stage
construction crew has
built two side stages in ad-
dition to the center stage,
and set painters spent the
weekend decorating the
stage. Most of the costumes
have been completed, and
technicians are working
on lighting and special ef-
fects.

“I’m delighted with my
cast and crew. Everyone
works so well together,”
says general director Lin-
da Glick.

Gloria Marion, who por-
trays Glinda, the good
witch, echoes the direc-
tor’s sentiments. 

“This play is so much fun
because of the enthusiasm
of the cast, especially the
kids. Some have appeared
in the ‘Acting Up’ youth
productions, others have
participated in the Sum-
mer Shakespeare work-
shop, and some have never
been on stage before, but
all of them are trying so

Courtesy photo
Dorothy Gale and her friends are off to see the Wizard of Oz. They are, from left, Ashlynne
Neil as the Cowardly Lion, Katie Hill as Dorothy, Dominic Orlando as the Scarecrow and Jim
Hewlett as the Tin Man. 

hard and really enjoying
themselves.” 

“OZ” is truly community
theatre, with a cast of 26
ranging in age from nine
to senior citizens. The
play is also good family
entertainment and a fine
way to begin the holidays. 

Performance dates are
Friday and Saturday
evenings, Nov. 19, 20, 26
and 27, and Dec. 3 and 4.
Evening performances
have a curtain time of
7:30 p.m. In addition,
there will be two Sunday
matinees on Nov. 21 and

28 at 2 p.m. Tickets are
available at Kimes Ace
Hardware and the Cham-
ber of Commerce office,
located inside the Com-
munity Center. Tele-
phone reservations can
be made by calling 795-
4014.

Craft fair will raise funds
Crafts, beauty sup-

plies and baked goods
will be on sale at the
Winters Library on Sat-
urday, Nov. 13, from 1-4
p.m. to raise money for
the National Founda-
tion for Transplants.

This crafts fair fund-
raiser was planned in
honor of Woodland resi-
dent Pam Engelhard.

For more information
or to sell items in the
crafts fair, call Rachel
Tippetts Fisher, 795-1046.

Family Holiday Festival planned
The Winters Friends of

the Library will sponsor
the Family Holiday Festi-
val on Saturday, Dec. 4, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Win-
ters Community Center.
The center will be deco-
rated in festive style for
the arrival of Santa and
one of his elves. Other ac-
tivities will include face

painting, children’s crafts,
the Scholastic Book Faire,
entertainment, lunches in
Mrs. Claus’ Cafe, orna-
ments for sale and a raffle
tree.

The community is in-
vited, and volunteers
are still needed. To help
out, call Mary Kay, 795-
1934.

Winnie the Pooh 
to visit Garbeau’s theater

Acorn & Oak Theatre
will present the musical,
“A Winnie-the-Pooh
Christmas Tail,” Nov. 20
through Dec. 29, plus a
special New Year’s Eve
performance. This musi-
cal features thirteen de-
lightful songs and a story
that will appeal to chil-
dren of all ages: Eeyore
has lost his tail and his
friends, under the direc-
tion of the always orga-
nized and ever in com-
mand “Rabbit” set out to
find it before the Christ-
mas Eve party. 

Matinees are at 2 p.m.,
and the doors open at 1
p.m. on Saturdays. Ex-

tra weekday perfor-
mances will take place
on Dec. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24,
27, 28, 29 and a special
New Year’s Eve family
celebration package.
Garbeau’s Acorn & Oak
Theatre is located at
12401 Folsom Boule-
vard (Highway 50 and
Hazel Avenue), in Ran-
cho Cordova 

Tickets include a buf-
fet lunch and show, and
cost $16 children 12 &
under, $17 general ad-
mission. For the show
only, tickets are $9 chil-
dren, $10 general.

For more information
call (916) 985-6361. 

Bazaar
planned
in Davis

St. James Women’s
Guild will present its
5th Annual Holiday
Bazaar on Saturday,
Nov. 13, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and on Sunday,
Nov. 14, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. in the Parish
Center at St. James
Church, 1275 B Street
in Davis (the corner
of B and 14th streets).
Winters artist Rebec-
ca Bresnick Holmes
will be featured.

Things to do
Nov. 12: John Lofland

will hold a book signing
featuring his book “Davis:
Radical Changes, Deep
Constants,” at 7:30 p.m. at
the Avid Reader, 617 Sec-
ond Street, in Davis. For
more information, call
758-4040.

Nov. 13: Enhance your
garden with plants from
the Friends of the U.C.
Davis Arboretum plant
sale, 9 am. – 1 p.m. at the
Arboretum Nursery at Or-
chard Park, in Davis. Free
parking is available. For
more information, call
752-4880.

Nov. 20: Visit the White
Flower Garden at the U.C.
Davis Arboretum, which
features plants with white
flowers and white, gray or
silver foliage. See what
blooms in late fall at the
tour, which leaves the
Gazebo, on Garrod Drive
at the U.C. Davis campus
at 11 a.m. Parking is free
on weekends. Call 752-
4880 for more information.

Nov. 20-Dec. 4: Piano vir-
tuoso Gonzalo Rubalcaba
will bring his quartet to
the Mondavi Center Stu-
dio Theatre each show is
at 8 p.m. The event is pre-
sented as part of the Mon-
davi Center’s jazz series.
Tickets are $34 adults, $17
students/children. For
more information, call
752-2787.

Nov. 23: Attend a public
lecture by Lama Ole Ny-
dahl, a lama within the Ti-
betan Kagyu Buddhist tra-
dition. Founders of over
400 international Dia-
mond Way Buddhist Cen-
ters, he and his wife travel
all over teaching and lec-
turing. The lecture will be
held at 8 p.m. at the Veter-
an’s Memorial Multipur-

pose room, 203 E. 14th

Street, in Davis. 

April 1-3: The 22nd annu-
al international Teddy
Bear Convention will be
held at the Miners
Foundry, 325 Spring in
Nevada City. Admission is
$5 general, students/se-
niors, $3, kids under 12
and all bears free. Admis-
sion is good for all days
and for returns. For infor-
mation call 530-265-5804. 
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Soups
The best homemade soups around. 
We make two every day.

Salads
Over 8 salads made fresh daily.
Two salad specials every day.

Hot Sandwiches
We are best known for our Tri-Tip,
Pork Loin and Chicken Sandwiches.

Deli Sandwiches
Our meats and cheeses are of premium
quality.

Gunthers Premium
Quality Ice Cream
Made in Sacramento.

Homemade Dinners
Available Daily
For Individuals or Families.
We offer two different meals every day.
Each meal consists of main course,
vegetable, choice of salad and choice of
a side dish. Prices will be per person
based on adults, kids 7-10 and 
kids 6 and under.

COUPON
Cut out and bring this coupon in for one free dinner
with purchase of one adult dinner. This coupon may

not be used for more than one dinner.

1701 Russell Blvd., Davis
one block west of Highway 113

✞ 530-756-5500 ✞ www.lcidavis.org ✞

Worship with us at

Lutheran Church
of the

Incarnation
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children & adults 9:15 a.m.
Joint Youth Program with Davis Lutheran Church

POLICE
Continued from page A-2

being an unlicensed driv-
er and failure to appear.
He was booked at the
Winters Police
Department and released
on a promise to appear.

~  A 16-year-old Winters
juvenile was arrested for
being a minor in posses-
sion of alcohol and tobac-
co products. The juvenile
was booked at the Winters
Police Department and
released to a parent on a
notice to appear.

Nov. 7
~  On the 100 block of

Colby Lane,
annoying/harassing tele-
phone calls were
received.

FIRE
Continued from page A-2

~  5:32 p.m., fire assis-
tance, 30000 block of
Positas Road; batteries
venting from a solar sys-
tem.

Nov. 6
~  10:40 a.m., medical

aid, 29000 block of County
Road 31; fall victim.

~  11:14 a.m., medical
aid, 200 block of Abbey
Street; flu-like symptoms.

~  3:49 p.m., mutual aid
to Solano County,
Interstate 505 at Wolfskill
Road; vegetation fire.

~  8:19 p.m., investiga-
tion at Interstate 505 at
State Route 128; possible
vegetation fire.

Nov. 7
~  12:34 a.m., medical

aid, 27000 block of County
Road 90; possible heart
attack.

Time to apply for Toys for Tots
Toys for Tots applica-

tions are available at the
Winters Fire
Department, located at
10 Abbey Street. Parents
can pick up applications

weekdays from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. 
Applications must be
returned to the fire
department by noon on
Monday, Nov. 22.

Plant sale
and bazaar
planned

U.C. Master
Gardeners will
demonstrate the
propagation and
care of give succu-
lent gardens dur-
ing the Yolo
County Historical
Museum’s Annual
Holiday Plant Sale
and Winter
W o n d e r l a n d
Bazaar. The event
will be held on
Saturday and
Sunday, Nov. 13-14,
from 10 a.m. – 2
p.m. at 512 Gibson
Road in Woodland.

The public is invit-
ed to this special,
“hands-on” demon-
stration. For a small
fee to cover the cost
of pots, planting mix
and decorations, vis-
itors can create their
own holiday gifts
with rooted succu-
lent cuttings to be
provided by the
Museum’s Gibson
House Gardeners.

This year’s fall
plant sale will
offer a wide selec-
tion of drought-tol-
erant native plants
and succulents,
herbs, perennial
flowers, scented
geraniums, deco-
rative ivy, orna-
mental peppers,
fall produce and
colorful dried
flower bouquets
and swags.

Visitors may also
tour the 12-room
Gibson Mansion,
that has been trans-
formed into a Winter
Wonderland by local
designers and may
purchase homemade
crafts and delicacies
prepared by muse-
um volunteers, from
the bazaar. Lunch,
featuring the tradi-
tional Gibson House
Soup, will be avail-
able in the
A g r i c u l t u r a l
Building.


